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3, — Infiead of receiving the word of God, they ſet 
+ themſelves againſt it, without alleging any other excuſe \ 
than the length of time wherein they have continued in | 


| their errors; as if there were any preſcription of time | 
£48, 
; againſt nu, who made the world and ages, and to abus 
| | | 


all things are preſent. 


Brandt's Hiſt. of &s Reform. i in the Low- 1 
Countries, Anno 1565, vol. 1. p. 159. 
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ti is for the moſt part taken for granted, in 


theſe InqQu1RIEts, that there is ſufficient ſatiſ- 


factory evidence for the facts related in the 


Old and New Teſtament. Of the latter, 
Dr. Lardner's great work, “ The Credi- 
bility of the Goſpel Hiſtory,” and his 


e Jewiſh and Heathen Teſtimonies to the 


Truth of the Chriſtian Religion,” -will 
enable thoſe to judge, who have not leiſure 
or learning to conſult ancient authors for 
themſelves. And the divine revelations 
recorded in the books of the Old Teſta- 
ment, and the facts connected with them, 
beſides their own independent evidence, on 
which they ſtand, have great additional 
weight, and full confirmation given them, 


to the chriſtian, by their having been 


feriouſly believed and received by Jeſus and 


his apoſtles, who continually refer and appeal 
to theſe books, and to the divine authority 
of Moſes and the prophets. 
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PREFACE, 


A great departure from the truth among Chriſt follows 
ers. The deſign of this work, The uſe and im- 
portance of the Scriptures. The dofirine of the 

Divine Unity clearly and plainly revealed in them. 
Miſtakes of Mr. Gibbon concerning the Introduction 
to St. John's goſpel. A principal object of Mr. 
Gibbon's hi/tery. 


To the CyrrsTIAN READER. 


LMOST 1800 years are paſt ſince Jeſus 


Chriſt, our Lord and Maſter, received a di- 


vine 9 and by the powers intruſted 0 a) 
with 


(a) It was leer to God for his direction and 
aſſiſtance, that Jeſus choſe his 12 diſciples. Luke 


vi. 12, 13. Acts i. 2. This laſt ſhould be tranſlated 
after he had given commandment to the apoſtlet, *vhom he 
bad choſen by the holy Spirit. See Dr. Benſon's 


Hiſtory, &c. of the chriſtian religion, vol. 1. p. 13, 


14.) Upon this paſſage Bp. Pearce has this honeft 


note; for he never had any reſerves in ſpeaking what - 
appeared to him to be the truth. % Jeſas is every 
where almoſt repreſented as acting and ſpeaking by 
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Biddle, M. A. of the univerſity of Oxford, a petſon - 


i "Preface. 


with him imparted the ſame to certain men (a) his 
apoſtles to teach the knowledge of the only (b) true 
God, the Father, and the way to eternal life, Theſe 
apoſtles and meſſengers of the moſt high God were 
laborious in fulfilling their great truſt, by their 
travels and preaching in moſt parts of the then 
. org and we” their writings which they 

Woe 


the ſpirit of God, which (as John fays, in ch. " 34.) 
was net given by meaſure unto him. One wonders the 
good Biſhop. ſhould ſtop here, and not. ſee, that he 
could be none other but a creature who was thus under 
the continual guidance of God. 

(a) John xvii. 18. As thou (O Father, has ſent 
me into the world, even ſo have I alſo ſent them into the 
world. Obſerve here, that in our Saviour's account, 
and by his own interpretation, 20 be ſent into the world 


does not ſignify coming immediately from God and 


another world, into this; but it ſignifies the receiving 
of a divine commiſſion as a prophet or teacher ; and 


nothing more. For Chriſt applies here the ſame phraſe 
of being /ent into the world, to his choſen Giſciples, 28 


to himſelf. _ 

, — xvii. 1, 3. O Father !. this is | lift eternal, 2 
2 7 bee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chris, whom 
Thou baft ſent; or to know, Jeſus whom Then haſt ſent, 


325 10 be che Chriſt; o» amaeriiag, Thows, Newer as this laſt 
dlauſe may more juſtly be tranſlated. | 


The following remark of our countryman Mr. John 


Prefect. 


Teft behind them, and which ſtill remain; and 
great ſucceſs attended their labours. But the doc- 
wine of the Divine Unity began to be corrupted 
very ſoon by heathen inventions: and the greater 
part of chriſtians have now for many ages acknow- 


ledged and worſhiped two other perſons as gods 


equal to the Father, who is God alone bleſſed for 


ever; by which Jews, Mahometans, and ſerious 


B 2 Deiſts 


of eminent learning and piety, written 140 years ago, 
merits more attention than hath hitherto been paid it, 
as do all his valuable works: Though Luther and 
Calvin, ſaith he, deſerve much praiſe for the pains 
they took in cleanſing our religion from ſundry idola- 
trous pollutions of the roman Antichriſt, yet are the 


dregs ſtill left behind: I mean the groſs opinion touch- - 


ing three perſons in one God. Which error not only 


made way for thoſe pollutions, but lying at the bottom, 
corrupteth almoſt our whole religion. For firſt, it in- | 
troduceth three Gods, and ſo ſubverteth the Unity of 


Ged, ſo frequently inculcated in the ſcripture. Neither. 
is it enough for the ſalving this abſurdity, to ſay with 
Athanaſius, that though the Father be God, the Son God, 
and the holy Spirit Cod; yet there are not three Gads but 
one Cod, For who is there, if at leaſt he dare make. 
uſe of reaſon in his religion, who ſeeth nar that this 
is as ridiculous, as if one ſhould ſay, Peter is an 
apoſtle, James an apoſtle, John an apoſtle; yet there 
are not three apoſtles, but one apoſtle, &c.“ 


. A Confeſſion of Faith touching the Holy 
Trinity. Preface, London, 1648. 
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Deiſts have been rendered. averſe to the goſpel, and 
iss firſt divine teachers diſcredited, as if they either 
did not underſtand this prime capital article of all 
: | true. religion, or did not expreſs themſelves *. 
| and properly about it. 

J This little book, Reader, 5 865 to en 
this unjuſt aſperſion thrown upon the goſpel; and 
to ſhew, by plain and eaſy deductions from the 
ſcriptures, that Jeſus and his apoſtles knew no other 
God, but the Father; and alſo, that they never 
taught that there was any other Being or Perſon, 
i co whom we were to offer up our prayers, but this 
| ©] heavenly Father of Jeſus, and of us all. And it 

©. cannot but be defireable for us, to be aſſured, upon 
* | : the beſt grounds, who is the God that made us, 
| and to whom we are to direct our prayers. 
/ Errors ſo deeply rooted and of ſuch long ſtanding, 
- as thoſe which are here oppoſed, cannot be expected z 
| to be relinquiſhed all at once. But upon the young 
- and unprejudiced, it may be hoped that the plain 
arguments of ſcripture, and ſtrong repeated decla- 
1" rations of Chrift and his apoſtles, will not be 
wWbolly loft, 
Ikff then, by what is bene delivered from the au- 
+  thority of the acknowleged word of God, you ſhall 
+! perceive and learn, that you have been hitherto al! 
your life worſhiping thoſe that are no gods, and | 
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| | who cannot hear, or help you : the uſe that you 
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and pray to God, the Father only, in your public 
as well as private devotions ; and to render to the 
bleſſed Jeſus, all the reverence, love, and honour, 
due to him, and eſpecially that obedience to te 
precepts of the goſpel, which he (a) required from | 
all his followers: but at the ſame time to remem- | 
ber, that piety and virtue are above all knowlege ;z 
and that it is not ſo much by our zeal for any doc- 
trines, however important, as by our love to (+) our' 
brethren of mankind, that we are to approve our- f 
ſelves Chriſt's true diſciples; 
It is an advantage not ſufficiently valued, which we: - 

reap from the ſacred writings, that we are therein | 
aſſured, by. indubitable divine authority, that there | 
is a. Being of infinite wiſdom, power, and good- 

| Neſs at the head of all things, who claims the de- 1 
vout homage, love, and confidence of his crea-- 4 {1118 
| tures. . | nt: 
For want of ſuch written authentic monuments - 
of. this great truth as are contained in the Bible, we 
ſee in what darkneſs and ignorance the different na- 
tions of the earth were involved in antient times. | 
If ſome few. individuals amongſt them were more 


B3 enlightened, | 


! 


| | (a) John xiv. 15. If ye love me, keep my commands. | 1 
| | ments. N. B. He never commanded men to worſhip | | bp 
| himſelf. . 110 

69 B this Hall all men know that ye are my dieipler , > | . 5 9 
| Poiye havs lowe one to another. John xiii, 355 _ = 
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vi : Preface. 
enlightened, (as to the rational inquiring (a) mind | 


the (exiſtence of a firſt cauſe of all things wiſe and 


good is legible in the great Bible of the univerſe in 
the brighteſt characters ;) their knowlege was of 


little ſervice to others. They themſelves joined and 
encouraged the people in the worſhip of their falſe' 


gods, whom they derided in private among their ſe- 
lect friends; but had not the virtue or . to 
ſpeak aloud. 

In ͤ our own times, among | thoſe who reject the 
tn, we rarely meet with any practical re- 
gards towards God, or worſhip of Him. Some are 
found to entertain gloomy doubts of the exiſtence 


of a creating and governing Mind; whilſt others, 
beſet with dark and narrow prejudices, take upon 
them to call in queſtion the goodneſs of the benevo- 


vas! > * | tent « 


(a) The plain argument for the exiſtence of the 
Deity obvious to all, and carrying irreſiſtible convic- 


tion with it, ariſes from the evident contrivance and 


fitneſs.of things for one another, which we meet with 
throughout all the parts of the univerſe. There is no 


need of nice or ſubtle reaſonings in this matter: a 


manifeſt contrivance immediately ſuggeſts a contriver. 
he admirable and beautiful ſtructure of things for 
nal cauſes exalts our idea of the Contriver : the unity 
of the deſign ſhews him to be One.” Kc. Maclaurin? 4 
Account of Sir Iſaac Newton's Philoſophical Diſcove- 
ries, $y0., P. 4000. 


P reface. | vis 
lent Parent of all, and will not allow the world to 
be ſo well made, or its inhabitants ſo happy as they 
ought to be. 0 
That there ſhould have been and ſubſiſted, even | 
among chriſtians, ſo long, ſuch a ſtrange confuſed 
miſconception concerning the Deity, that HE is not 
one Perſon, one ſingle intelligent Agent, but three | 
Perſons, three intelligent Agents: has not been | 
owing to Divine Revelation, or to any obſcurity or 
heſitation in it about this point, For that there is 
one all perfect Being, the father, creator, gover- 
nor and preſerver of the univerſe, is not a point ſo 
difficult of comprehenſion, but that the commoneſt - | 
underſtanding might ſee and retain it, when made | 
known, as it is made known in the books of Moſes . | 
and the hebrew prophets. This is apparent in fact | 
from the hiſtory of the Iſraelites, to whom this | 
knowlege of the Divine Unity was revealed by God 
himſelf, and who have ever ſince adhered to it. 
Even in their temporary deviations into the idolatry 
of the neighbouring nations, it is allowed that they 
ſill retained the ſole ſupremacy of Jehovah. But 
fince their return from the Babylonian captivity, 
for more than two thouſand years, they have never 
departed from the Unitarian defrine, which Moſes 
their divine lawgiver delivered to them: and from | 
him Mahomet borrowed it. So that it is from this | 
| 


- — — 


original divine revelation, that the Mahometans in 
Europe, and all over the eaſt, are Unitariants, be- 
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levers in, and worſhipers of the one only true God, 
and creator of all-things. 

Nor would there have been-ſo early and laſting a: 
defectian from the knowlege and worſhip of the one 
true God, the Father, among chriſtians, who, to- 
gether with their oa receive alſo the hebrew ſerip- 
tures as of: divine authority, if philoſophy had not- 
at a very early period obtruded upon them its vain: 


dreams and fanciful. ſpeculations concerning the. 


nature of the Firſt Cauſe of all: things and the man- 
ner of his operations, and thereby given birth to 


thoſe twofold. and threefold diviſions of the Deity, . N 


borrowed from the eaſtern ſages and from Plato: 
which in no ſmall time darkened and nearly extin- 
guiſhed the ſcriptural doctrine of the unity of God;. 
and brought. into the church the direct polytheiſm 
of three Perſons, three diſtin and equal Gods; 
and from the ſame impure heathen ſource were de-- 


rived that multitude of inferior - deities, | called 


faints, dead men and women, male and female,, 
whoſe worſhip is kept up in many chriſtian coun · 


tries, even to this day. 
It is by availing himſelf of the weakneſs and pre- 


judices of theſe firſt chriſtians and followers of 


Plato, that Mr. Gibbon endeavours to demoliſh: 5 


the whole fabric of the goſpel at once, in the ſecond 
volume of his Hiſtory of the decline and fall of 
the Roman empire.“ After having touched with. 


no 3 hand the character of this father of the 
e 


> , * ” " - ” . * 
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Academy and the ſtile of his philoſophy eoncern- 


ing the Deity, and ſhewn how he-loſt himſelf by 
diving too deep into the unfathomable . of 
the divine eſſence; he thus proceeds: 

«© The theology of Plato (vol. ii. p. 246%) 
might have been for ever confounded with the phi- 


loſophical viſions of the Academy, the Porch, and 


the Lyceum, if the name and divine attributes of 


the Logos had not been confirmed by the celeſtial. 


pen of the laſt and moſt ſublime of the evangeliſts, 
The chriſtian revelation, which was conſummated 
under the reign of Nerva, diſcloſed to the world 
the amazing ſecret, that the Logos, who was with 


God from the beginning, and was God, who had 


made all things, and for whom, all things had been 


made, was incarnate. in the perſon of Jeſus of Na- 


zareth; who had been born of a virgin, and ſuf⸗ 


fered death on the croſs.” 


Leſt it ſhould not be ſuficientiy attended tos that 


Plato, as our author ſoon after expreſſes himſelf, 


p. 242. © had marvellouſly anticipated one of the 
moſt ſurpriſing diſcoveries -of the chriſtian revela- 


tion,” he is diligent to mark it alſo in the margin. 


of his work, that it may take the eye of the moſt 


curſory reader. For, from p. 237 to 240, you trace 
= follows; The ſyſtem of Plato before Qhrift 


360, © The Logos taught in the ſchool of Alex- 
andria before Chriſt 300.“ (copied by | a; Jew 
into one of their apocryphal books called the Wiſ- 
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dom of Solomon) © Before Chriſt 100. © Revealed 


<« by the apoſtle John, A. D. 97.” Ss that ac- 
cording to this notation and computation of Mr, 
Gibbon, the principal ſecret of the goſpe] was 
known to and publiſhed by the Athenian philoſo- 
pher exactly 457 years before it was revealed by 


St. John, and therefore any extraordinary interpo- 


ſition from heaven in fayour of it might well have 


But we ſhall eafily get elear of theſe conſequences. 
in which Mr. Gibbon would involve us, if it can 


de made to appear, that St. John is very far from 


teaching any thing like Plato's doctrine in the be- 
ginning of his goſpel; that he therein makes no-new 
diſcoveries, nor advances any thing different from 
what is found in 'the other evangeliſts and apoſtles 
who wrote. before him; and moreover that the date 


of his goſpel is probably much. miſtaken by our 


Dias. 20151 | 
It muſt be owned that/ſome of the early Fathers, 
$4. Jobs box... a6 they are called, who were Plato- 


rows nothing niſts, and other chriſtian writers ſince, 


from Plata. ho have copied after them, have 
given into the notion, in which Mr. Gibbon tri- 
umphs ſo much, that the' Ford, Logos, in the be- 
ginning of the goſpel of St. John, is Plato's Zogos,,' 
a ſecond god of his invention. But the diſciple of 
Moſes and favourite of Jeſus could never promul- 
gate any ſuch polytheiſtical doctrine; and if he: 


wrote. 


Preface. : Xi 


wrote upon the ſubject muſt directly confute it, as 
he really has done in this very place. 

For in truth, the / apoſtle John makes no new 
revelation here of any thing diſcovered particularly 
to himſelf, tells nothing but what had always been 


profeſſed and taught by the other apoſtles, nothing 


but what the meaneſt chriſtian, who knew any 
thing of his religion, was from the firſt acquainted 
with. In ſhort, the whole ſecret of this prefatory 
part of his work is, to declare in general the divine 


origin of the goſpel ; that by the mighty Mord, or 


Wiſdom of God (which is the ſame as God himſelf) 
all things whatſoever were made: that from this 
Word or Wiſdem of God came all the light or know- 


lege of the way to the divine favour and future hap- 


pineſs, that had been at various times communicated 
to mankind ; but above all that which was revealed 
by Jeſus Chriſt: in whom this Word or Wiſdom of 


God dwelt, that is, diſplayed itſelf in the moſt | 


eminent manner, for the benefit and inſtruction of 
mankind. I truſt, that in ſome few of the follow- 
ing pages, this is proved to be [the deſign of the 
apoſtle fo directly and evidently from the facred 


writings, Which are their own beſt interpreters, 


that I ſhould hope we may lay afide Plato's doc- 
trine for the future, and clear our apoſtle from the 

aſperſion of being a plagiary, and ſtealing the chief 
| myſtery of his goſpel from that philoſopher, 
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C Our hiſtorian follows many ancient and modern 
1 Divines, when he aſſerts that St. John 
date of 9, wrote his goſpel ' fo late as the reign 
John's goſpel: of Nerva, A. D. 97. But this has 
been a point by no means univerſally acceded to by 
* 5 chriſtian critics. To name no other, Dr. Lardner, 
| wich that diſcernment, caution, and integrity that 
diſtinguiſh the true critic, and with all the learning 
and information neceſſary on the ſubject, has 
|  evinced the high probability of St. John having 
pen' d his goſpel a little before the deſtruction of 
| | Jeruſalem, that is, about thirty years before the date 
| | which Mr. Gibbon aſcribes to it. And few, I 
+ ſhould ſuppoſe, will be of a contrary ſentiment, 
] Gs take the trouble ws "Extatits his' gu- 
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1 — writers who n 5 8 Jokin, in 
* mne preface to his goſpel, teaches a different doctrine 
from the other evangeliſts and apoſtles, and that a 

Aoctrine of the firſt importance, do not attend to the 
| &difficulties in which they entangle themſelves, and 

. which Mr. Gibbon is not ſtudious to diminiſh. For 
it would then follow that the chief doctrine of the 


eee eee 


— 
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— —— x x : 
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goſpel was not revealed till all its divinely authoriſed 
preachers ſave one was dead: for we have no ground 
| to think any of them but St. John were alive 
A. D. 9/7; which would make the other apoſtles to 
have preached all their lives without knowing, or 
at leaſt without revealing the moſt important part 
5 „ ; OE 1 
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of the goſpel. But the contrary has been juſt now 
ſhewn, that St. John differs not in any point of 


revealed doctrine from TL O44 152498 


the books of the Old and New'Teſtament.- And! 


Teſtament. '1 
[It is not-dificult-for an da. 
The principal mon work to perceive, that the f 
Best „ main deſign he has in view is to ſink 
Gibbon"; Hi/- the credit of the Divine Revelation, 
- _ » which we believe to be comprized in 


ſurely if he thinks its miraculous hiſtories to be fabu- 
lous, as he ſeems to do, no one can blame him: he 
is rather to be commended for trying to expoſe them 
to that negle&t and contempt which in that caſe. 
they would well deſerve. Real chriſtianity can never 


ſuffer from ſuch inquiries; as it loves and invites 


fair diſcuſſion. But it ſeems to be not quite ſo in- 


genuous and candid, as it may deceive and put un 
| wary readers off their guard, that our hiſtorian” 


ſhould perſonate the real chriſtian at the very time 
that he is undermining the ſyſtem. For, in the firſt 


volume of his Hiſtory, p. 450. when he begins 


more particularly to treat of what relates to chriſ- 
tians, he makes this opening; Our curioſity is 
© naturally prompted to inquice by what means the 
< chriſtian faith obtained ſo remarkable a victory 


i over the.eſtabliſhed religions of the eartb- 1 


this inquiry an obvious but ſatis factory anſwer 
6 2 mat that it 1085s owing" to the . 
| 1e nf 
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„ nuineing evidence of the doctrine itſelf, and to the 
&* ruling providence f its great Author.” It is not 
eaſy to imagine that the writer of this paragraph 
ſhould be any other than a ſincere believer” of the 
goſpel. And yet in the very next ſentence, he 
begins a long diſquiſition, the moſt laboured part 
of his work, in which he ſtrives to prove that the 
chriſtian religion might grow up and become eſta- 


bliſhed in the world, in the degree and to the ex- 


tent it has been, by natural means, without any 
extraordinary interpoſition in its favour: from 
which it would follow, that the goſpel is the mere 

creature and effect of human policy and contrivance. 
In this altempt Mr. Gibbon exerts his whole 

ſtrength, which is not ſmall or contemptible ; calls 

in the aid of all the ancient and modern enemies to 
the chriſtian name ; but moſt avails himſelf of the 
ignorance, follies, and indiſcretions of its injudici - 
ous friends, labouring at the ſame to deſtroy the 


foundation of the jewiſh as well as the chriſtian 


revelation: for he well diſcerns Staph e 


anch or fall together, 


In his ſecond volume, where tis reſumes his ac- 
count of chriſtianity, in deſcanting on the firſt 
chriſtian emperor's inducements to embrace ät, he 
thus expteſſes himſelf, p. 186. The partial and 
« increaſing favour of Conſtantine may naturally 
« be referred. to the eſteem he entertained for the 


| __ chriſtians ; and to a per- 


&« ſuaſion 


4 


N 
fuaſion that the propagation of the goſpel would 
«* increaſe the practice of private and public: vir- 
% tue.” And 2 little lower A prudent magi- 
« ſtrate might obſerve with pleaſure the progreſs 


of a religion which diffuſed among the people a 


« pure, benevolent, and univerſal ſyſtem of ethics, 
% adapted to every duty, and every condition of 


„ life, recommended as the will and reaſon of the 
Supreme Deity, and enforced. by the ſanction of 


<< eternal rewards and puniſhments.” An ordinary 
unſuſpecting reader would conclude from this high 


panegyrie, that Mr. Gibbon held the chriſtian re- 


ligion to be the greateſt bleſſing to mankind. 


| Nevertheleſs it is inſtantly followed by a ſtudied 
picture and repreſentation of it which is quite the 
reverſe, and which continues to be exhibited 
throughout his whole work, when any thing re- 


ſpecting chtiſtians and their religion comes before 


him. The principles and practice of thoſe: very 


corrupt times of Conſtantine, when inſtead of the 


world coming over to the church, the church was 
brought over and converted to the world; are 8 
gravely related as the genuine effects of the goſpel. 
One would imagine from our author's deſeription, 


that Pandora's box was opened again, and all kinds 


of evils and miſchiefs and irreconcileable enmities 
had iſſued out of it, and infected the earth, when 


chriſtianity came into it. But abatements will be 


made by the intelligent reader where there is ſo 
22 | viſible N 
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xvi Preface, 


| viſible a dias one way, and the judgment perverted 
as an author's: neceſſarily muſt be by looking only 


- on the dark ſide of things. And beſides, hiſtory has 
to do only with the moſt ſtriking events, and the 


moſt forward active characters, which are not al- 

ways the beſt; and our hiſtotian would not be likely 

to go out of his road to deſcribe the ſilent unnoticed 
effects of the goſpel, in the private walks of life,” in 
promoting virtue and happineſs, Which have always 
diſtinguiſhed it with advantage from heatheniſm in 
all times, and at its worſt periods. 


Wit and irony on ſerious ſubjects may pleaſe 


by thoughtleſs uninquiring minds; but the truth of 


Divine revelation reſts on too ſolid'a foundation! to 


be ſhaken by ſuch efforts. So ſtrong is the direct 
and poſitive evidence for the goſpel, that it can be 


overlooked and reſiſted only by a total indolence, 
invincible prejudice, or an univerſal: ſcepticiſm : 

"diſeaſes theſe alas | 100. common in vur days, but 
For which the moſt palpable demonſtration is no 


cure. Mr. Gibbon. exhibits/a ſingular  phenome- 
mon in his oven perfon as a writer; viz. a grave pro- 


ſeſſed hiſtorian, whoſe character ſhould be that of 


the moſt perfect impartiality, wearing à maſk, and 
diſſembling his real ſentiments, that he may have 


che better opportunity to put on his own-colouring, 


whenever he has occaſion to treat of chriſtians and 
their religion. Phis is a circumſtance which in 
any other - caſe: would create 4 ſuſpicion of diſin- 
310 11s * I © | genuous 
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genuous dealing and the undue prejudices of a 
party, We may venture however to pronounce, 
that chriſtianity will owe great obligations to our 
ingenious author, though it was much beſide his 
intention to ſerve it, For from the attention to the 


fubje& which has been excited by his writings, and 


the replies already given to ſome of the difficulties 


ſtarted by him, it is eaſy to ſee that the divine 


truth of the goſpel will. be promoted by the objec- 
tions he has made to it,. as it has been by all that 


have been made, from Celſus's (a) time down to 


our o.] n. And I am perſuaded all of them will be 


found equally void of reaſon: as his infinuation- 


which gave occaſion to theſe remarks; viz. that the 
chief doctrine of St. John's goſpel and of the 
ehriſtian revelation is nothing more than a borrowed: 
fragment of Plato's philoſophy. 


(a) This able and acute adverſary of chriſtianity 
flouriſhed not more than 50 years after the death of | | 


St. John. Whoever will take the trouble to ſee the 
proofs that he has furniſhed in its: defence whilſt op- 


poſing it, as they are. admirably deduced. and drawn. 


out by Dr. Lardner, (“ Heathen: and Jewiſh Teſti 


monies, &c.“ vol. ii, ch. 18.) will. at the ſame time 


ſee the fallacy and untruth of: many things advanced. 
againſt it by Mr. Gibbon. 


END OF THE PREFACE... 
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ee 75 on ant bis + xt as a © Divine 
J* 8 often dn of beter 
ſuch: convenient ſeaſon of leiſure 45 the preſent, | 
faid Euſebes to Artemon, chat I might have the 
benefit of your friendly aſſiſtamee in coming to a 
ſull and final determination of mind concerning the 1 
God whom we chriſtians profeſsito worſhip; *Fvr _ 
1 have been long diſſatisfied with many things 
taught me in my youth upon the fubject, Which 
| are made a part of belief neceſſary to ſalvation in | 
| the chriſtian ſociety of Which I am a member, and 
much of the public worſhip of the congregation | 
| grounded" upon them; I find no ſufficient founda- - 
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eg 1 


| 2 The Catechiſt. 


| tion in the ſcriptures for ſuch opinions and practice, 
| yet am unable to confute ſome of thoſe arguments. 
F | which are brought for their ſupport, And though 


I have taken ſome pains in ſtudying thoſe ſacred 
records, as becometh every one, I know you to 
have been more converſant in them, and with 
greater advantages and abilities : I therefore deſice 
you will give me leave to propoſe my queſtions and 
difficulties to you, and to bear with me, though LS 

- ſhould ſometimes appear too minute and tedious. 

I cannot but approve your deſign, replied Arte- 
mon to Euſebes; and ſhall be happy to give you 
any aſſiſtance in my power to forward it. For it 

muſt be a moſt anxious ftate to a good mind to 

|  HAHuctuate in uncertainty about ſuch an important 
| point in morals and. religion. And next to the 


care of doing nothing contrary to conſcience, or the 
inward ſenſe and judgment of our own- minds, 
according to the knowlege we already have; you 
cannot be employed on a ſubje& more neceſſary or 
uſeful, than in ſearching the ſcriptures to know the 
firſt great cauſe and author of all things, on whom 
we abſolutely. depend for. ever. Right or wrong 
| opinions of. the Deity unavoidably influence and 
form our temper and conduct, and conſequently 
; our happineſs. And it is the duty of all to review 
' the principles and opinions inſtilled. into them in 
their tender age, by the authority of thoſe to whoſe 
care they were intruſted by diyine providence, that 
5 | they 


The Catecbijl. 3 
they may not remain always children: and every 
religious opinion and practice is to be brought to 
the teſt (a) of God's word, and to be retaĩned or 

rejected as found to accord or diſagree with it, 
Eꝛuſebes. With your leave then, ſaid Euſebes, I 
ſhall enter upon my taſk, And becauſe Jeſus Chriſt - 
is held forth as God, even the moſt high God, in the 
church I belong to ; and ſo far as I am acquainted, 
in all the public national churehes of the world: 
that I may attain full ſatis faction, ho he was, and 
what was his true character, and that our inquiry 
may proceed in ſome order, I ſhall deſire you to 
inform me, firſt of all; how we may be aſſured that 
there was ſuch a perſon as (b) Jeſus Chriſt, who 
© was 155 7 1780 you ago, at Bethlehem in 1 ; 
i Bak, but 


ty 60 The authority of Emperors, Kings, and 
: ni is human. The authority of Councils, Synods, 
. Biſhops, and Preſbyters, is human. The authority of 
the Prophets is divine and comprehending the Tum 
: of religion, reckoning Moſes and the Apoſtles among 
the Prophets; and if an angel from beaven preach any 
 6ther goſpel, than what they have delivered, let him be 
"anathema: ii e. publicly diſowued by the chriſtian 


erg new oak, od (12.753 01 
Sir [face att. 
* i Prophecies of Daniel. p. 14 


J Te are built upon the foundation of the apaſtles 


_ and prophets, Tofu: Chrift _—_ * * 0 cerner- 
Jens. Epheſ. ii. 8. | 


4 De Catechift. 

but was bred r 
in Galilee? WIT 

Arlemon „u in the ſame way that knew 


that, . were ſuch men as Cicero, and Julius 
Cæſar, who lived a little before that period; 


namely, from the hiſtory and accounts given by 


perſons of veracity, who lived and converſed with 
Jeſus, and wrote from their own knowlege con- 
cerning him; whoſe writings have been preſerved 


and faithfully handed down from that time to the 


preſent. 

Euſebes. Do any heathen writers, I pray, ako 
hs HOI PAY and -of the time in which be 
lived? . 

— To mention 1 8 roman 
; hiftorian of rank, and in deſerved eſteem, who lived 
near the time, after ſpeaking of the wanton burn- 
ing of Rome by the emperor Nero, and his endea- 
vours to ſcreen himſelf from the infamy of it, By 
1 unjuſtly accuſing the chriſtians, and condemning 
great numbers of them to the moſt cruel fufferings 
for it; takes the opportunity, in that part of his 
| hiſtory, to inform his readers, that ** theſe chriſ- 
tians (a) had their name from Chriſt, who was put 


to death as a malefactor, in the reign of Tiberius, 


by aa mn ee of Judea.“ This 


Nr hiſtorian 9 


(5 Auctor nominis ejus CnxisTus, qui Tiberio 
imperante, per procuratorem Pontium Pilatum, fup- 
plicio 2 erat. Annal. I. xv. c. 44+ ; 


— 
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hiſtorian ſpeaks in general terms of the crimes of 
the chriſtians, and particularly of their hoſtile en- 
mity to all mankind. But this language, in the 
mouth of a heathen idolater, ſuch as he was, meant 
nothing more than the chriſtians contempt of their | 
falſe Gods, and neglect of their worſhip. | 

Euſcbes. I beg to know, what evidence we have, 
that this ſame Jeſus of Nazareth was a teacher with 
authority from God ? | 
Artemon. This was evinced, 1ſt, by the miracles 
which he wrought, and which he alleged as a proof 
of his being ſent in that character from God: Then 
came the Fews round about him, and ſaid unto him; 
how long de thou make us to doubt? I thou be the 
Chriſt, tell us plainly, TFeſus anfwered them, I told 
you, and ye believed not: the works that I de in my. 
Father's name, they bear witneſs of me. John x. 24, 
25. Nicodemus ſaid unto Jeſus; Rabbi, tue know © 
| that thou art a teacher come from Gad: for no man 4 
can do theſe miracles that thou doft, except God be with | 
him. iii. 2. 
And 2dly. by the prophecies fulfilled in bis per- 
ſon; Had ye believed Moſes, ye would have believe! 
me : for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his | 
writings, h:w ſhall ye believe my words? v. 46, 47. | 
Euſebes. But where lies cur obligation, to obey 
this divine teacher ? 
Artemon. Jeſus continually declared that he came . 
and acted by the authority of God, and that all 
| mankind | 


f 
* 
— 
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do this: but as 5 had been taught it by Moſes 
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mankind were to attend to and obey him; His diſ- 


' - courſes with the Jews, recorded by the evangeliſt 


St. John, particularly abound with his ſayings of 
this kind. Alſo at the baptiſm of Jeſus, and upon 

another ſolemn occaſion afterwards, Almighty God, 
by a voice from heaven proclaimed; This is my 


| belmed Son, in whom I am well pleaſed: bear ye him. 


Matt. iii. 17. xvii. 5. And the apoſtle Peter brings 
this divine command to hear Jeſus home to us, Who 
are of the gentiles, in his ſecond epiſtle, written to 
gentile chriſtians, where he ſays ; Mie have not fi- 
lowed cunningly devi ſed fables, toben we made known 
unto you” the power and coming of our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, but were eye witneſſes ef his majefly. For be 
received from God, the Father, honour and glory, 

when' there came ſuch a voice to him from the excellent 
glory ; this is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed. 

And this voice, which came from heaven, we heard, 


; when we were with him in the mount. 2 Peter, i, 16, 


* & 


INQUIRY n. 


Whether Feſus Chrift taught the ſame. Gd as 11 ofes, 


Eu uſabes. I $HoULD be glad to know if Chriſt in- 
ſtructed the people of the Jews, to whom he was 


| immediately ſent, in the knowlege of the one true 
God? 


Artemin, No: he never ſet himſelf 8 to” 


their 


1 
* 


their divine lawgiver before him, he contented him - 
- ſelf with referring them to him. (a) . 


Euſebes. In what manner then I pray, did Moſes 
„teach this important doctrine ? | 


Artemon, The firſt commandment which God 
gave to the Iſraelites by him, is in theſe terms: 
(Exod, xx, 2, 3.) I am the LORD thy God—thou 
ſhalt have no other Gods before ME, or, in my pre- 
ſence, Whoever allows himſelf one moment's im- 
partial reflection, will ſee, that every other perſon, 
but that one perſon who here ſpeaks, is excluded 
from being God, and forbidden abſolutely to be ac- 
knowleged as ſuch : for the pronoun mw, reſtricts 
the ſenſe diſtinctly and intirely to one fingle perſon, 


as much as when you ſay; give that to none but me, 


you mean, that it is to be given to yourſelf, and to 
no other perſon. And it is much to be remarked, 
that our Saviour furniſhes a very ſignal atteſtation to 
and confirmation of this doctrine, that there is but 


him; 


th ) When our Saviour's apoſtles 5 the goſ- 
| pel to the heathens, worſhipers of many falſe Deities, 


they always began with teaching them the Divine 
Unity Acts xvii. 2, 24, 31, xiv. 15. With the 
Jews, the method of our Saviour and his apoſtles was, 
to prove that Jeſus was the Chriſt, the Meſſiah; i. e. 
their great expected prophet, and promiſed meſſenger 
of Jehovah, the moſt high God, the God of their 


fathers. 
D 


— 


one nn en is God, and none other beſides 
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8 The 'Catechi}t. 
him; by the manner in which be cites Moſes for A 


and refers to him. 4 
Eꝛuſcbes. Be pleaſed to tell me how that was; 


and what it might be that called Chriſt out to * 


at all upon the ſubject ? 

Artemon. We are told that One of the | Toth came, 
and having heard them reaſoning together, and per- 
cerving that he had anſwered them well, aſked him; 
Which is the finſt commandment of all? Obſerve the 
ſolemnity of our Saviout”s reply to this man, which 
is in the very words of Moſes, Deut. vi. 4, 5. And 
Jeſus anſwered him, the firſt of all the commandments 
1s, Hear, O Ifrael; (a)-the Lox is our God, the 
Loxp alone: And thou ſhalt love the Lok thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy. foul, and with all 
thy-mind, and with all thy frengtb. The-anſwer of 
the ſcribe, (with which our Saviour expreſſes him- 
ſelf om b. Fa lays down the doctrine of the 

Divine 
1 12 


{a) 1 Clere on Dem. vi, 4. 1 notice of hs 


miſtake inourengliſh bible, in tranſlating; The Lox o 


eur Cod is one Lon, inſtead of The Lon b is our God, 


the Lonp alone; and obſerves that the hebrew con- 


ſtruction requires it to be ſo tranſlated ; and morever, - 
that Jehovah (which we, aſter the greek, tranſlate | 

LORD) being a proper name, it is hardly ſenſe to 
ſay, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah, any more 
than it would be to ſay, George our king is one 


George, or for a Philiſtine to have ſaid, Dagon our 
God is one Dagen, 


— 2.5 EE SET 


Divine Unity in the ſtrongeſt and moſt definite lan- 
guage, and ſhews how ſtrialy it was taken by 
Chriſt himſelf, and the Jews in general at that time, 
ver. 32. And the- ſcribe. ſaid unto: him, of a truth, 
maſter, thou haſt ſaid well : for there is ons Gon; 
and there 18 none other but Hs. (50 

| - Euſebes, As I perceive that our Saviour delivers 
this doctrine of Moſes concerning God, as his on 
belief, I ſhould be glad to have yout thoughts upon 
this circumſtance, with __ to the __ of our 
inquiry. 

Artemon, It immediately and directly follows: 
from it; that in the opinion of Jeſus, as of Moſes, 
God is one ſingle perſon, in the ſtricteſt poſſible 
ſenſe of the word. And indeed, who can love with 
the whole heart; (as here injoined) who can give 
their highe/ love to more perſons than one? 


INQUIRY 1. 


Whether the God of the Iſraelites formerly, and f 
| their deſcendants the Jews now, be the lame with: 
the Gad of the Chriſtians? 

Euſebes. I BEG to know if our Saviour, upon 
any occaſion, condemned the Jews in bis time for 
being guilty of polytheiſm and 8258 in nen 

D 2 ing 

(*) Dr. Clarke obſerves, that in this text, Mark 
xii. 32, moſt of the ancient MSS. omit. the word. 
Gs, God; and then it ſtands thus, Of a truib maſters. 


\ 


_ 
— — 
— — — — — — — 
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ping any other than Jehovah, the God of Iſrael, 
the one living and true God? 

Artemon. We never read of his Mandi them in 
the leaſt in this reſpect. What he condemned them 
for, was their diſobedience to the laws of God, 
and not receiving himſelf as his meſſenger, their 
great promiſed prophet, the Meſſiah, the Chriſt ; 

but wilfully ſhutting their eyes againſt the powerful 
convincing evidence _— he 1 them of his 
divine miſſion. 

Euſebes. Do we find. our ier at any time 
making mention of himſelf having the ſame God 
with thereſt of the Jewiſh nation? | 

| Artemon, There is a ſtriking inſtance of this in 


his converſation with the woman of Samaria, Upon 


her aſking him which was the right worſhip, the 
Samaritan or the Jewiſh ?' He replies, (John iv. 22. 


% Ye (Samaritans) wer/hip what ye do not know : Ie 


(Jews) worſhip what we do know : for ſalvation is of 
the Jews. In which declaration it is plain that he 
owns himſelf to be one of the jewiſh people, and a 
worſhiper of the moſt high een the Father, in 
common with them. | 

Euſebes. Can you aſſign any ech of 
this kind made by Chriſt, One is more . and 


A ? 


FIR well ſaid, (or) that He (the Lox d, Jehovah, 
mentioned, ver, 29.) is One, and that there is none 


h other but He, 


The Catechit. . 11 
Ariemon. Yes: there is ſomething exceedingly re- 


markable in the meſſage which he ſent to his droop- 
ing apoſtles, by Mary Magdalene, ſoon after he 


was raiſed from the dead. For he therein bids her 


acquaint them, for their encouragement, tha the had 
the ſame God and Father with themſelves, to whom 
he was ſoon to. depart ;, and who would continue 
his bleſſing and protection both to them and to 
himſelf: Jeoſus ſaith-unto her, go to MY BRETHREN, 
and ſay unto them; I aſcend unto a FATHER, and 
your Father; and to. My Gon, and your God. John 
xx. 17. 

Euſebes.. What do you collect oaks this meſſage 
of Chriſt to his apoſtles, which ſeems ſo very ex + 
traordinary ?: 


Artemon. Theſe three important. conſequences. | 


reſult from it: * 
1. That the God of the Jews is, by the confeſ- 
fion of Jeſus,, the God of the chriſtians : for this. 


was their common God, and Father, nne 1 


by himſelf and his apoſtles : 
2. That Jeſus cannot be the moſt high God, 
nor in any ſenſe to be acknowleged' as ſuch, ſince 
he confeſſes himſelf to. have the ſame God and 
Father with the reſt of mankind: 

3. That it is utterly contradictory, and impoſſ- 


ble, that Jeſus. ſhould. be the moſt high: God, that 


ke ſhould be any thing but a creature, however 


treat his powers and excellencies, who owns his. 
Ft; 5 23 


apoſtles. 
\ | 
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apoſtles to be his (a) brethren, i, e. his fellow 
mortals. The met high, the e, ony has no 
brethren : can have none. 41 

Euſebes, You fay that our Saviour Chriſt, never 
in his own time, blamed the people of the Jews for 
falling into the idolatry of other nations; or wor- 
ſhiping any other but the one only true God: Did 
his apoſtles ever find fault with their hero gukoeryd on 


this account? 
a F 1388 dues 


(a) It is worthy of note, that our Saviour, when 
referring to his higheſt ſtate of dignity and exaltation, 
does not diſdain to call his virtuous and faithful fol- 

lowers among mankind, his kindred and relations: a 
circumſtance this, which one would hope might in 
time draw men off from wor hiping him as the ſupreme, 

Cod, whom they are at the ſame time to conſider as 
lein brother. It is in that beautiful repreſentation of 
the day of judgment, where {| peaking of himſelf before. 
' hand, as who was to preſide at that awful tribunal, he, 

ſays; 3: And the king ſhall anfaver, and ſa ſay unte them, ve · 
ri ly 9 1 ha ay unte Jon, inaſmuch as ye have dune it unto ane 
of the leaft. of theſe MY BRETHREN, ye have done unto, 
me, Matth. xxv. 46. See alſo Heb. it. 12, 16, wg, 
where ver. 16, is wrongly tranſlated, viz. be root 
not e him. the nature'of angeh," but- he took on him the 
ſted ef Abraham : whereas it ought to be be Jayerh not | 

bold of, i. e. he ſaveth not angalr, but he ſaverh the ſeed. 
of Abrabam. St. Paul alſo calls-Chriſt, be fn born, 
c e MANY BRET.HRENs Rom. viii. 29. 


The' Cutecbi s. 13 
 Artemon, By no means, far from it: they conti- 
nually bear teſtimony, that their countrymen were 
irreproachably right and exact in this important 
point; and moreover, that the God of the Fews was 
the God of the chriflians alſo. To their rulers, who 
had forbidden them to teach in the name of Jeſus, 
Peter, and the other apoſtles, anſwered and ſaid ; We 
ought to obey God rather than men. The Gov or on 
FATHERS raiſed up Jeſus, whom'ye flew and hanged 
on a tree: him hath God exalted with his'tight hand; 
to be a prince and a Saviour. Acts v. 29, 30, 31. 
See alſo iii. 13, &c. iv. 24, 27, with many other 
paſſages in the book; and in St. Paul's epiſtles. 
Euſebes. Have the Jews, fince our Saviour's 
time, apoſtatized into idolatry, ot fallen away from 
the worſhip of | Jehovah, the only true God, the 
Father and creator of all things, whom Jeſus and 
his apoſtles acknowleged and Ref e gart in com- 
mon with them? | 6. 2 
Artemon, 1 cannot anſwer your queſtion better 
than in the words of a very reſpectable author bf 
our own country, which made ſuch an impreſſion 
upon me in reading, that I believe Þ ean recollect 
them very exactly. It is no leſs a man than the 
Lord Chancellor King, who gave this teſtimony to 
the Jews in this behalf, at the beginning of the. 
preſent century. © The body of that people have 
been ſo immoveably fixed and confirmed, ſays he, 
in the belief of the Unity of Ged, which. i is every 
where 


* e e e eee 


where inculcated in the moſaical law, that now 
throughout their ſixteen hundred years captivity 
and diſperſion, they have never quitted or deſerted 
that principle, that God is ons as is evident from 
their thirteen articles of faith, compoſed by Mai- 
monides, the ſecond whereof is, the Unity ef the 


- Blefſed God. Which: is there explained to be in ſuch 


a peeuliar and tranſcendant manner, as that 
nothing like it can be found. And in their liturgy, 


aecording to the uſe of the Sepharadim, or the Spa- 


niard, whieh is read in theſe parts of the world in 
their ſynagogues, in the very firſt hymn, which is 
an admiring declaration of the excellencies of the 
Divine Nature, the repeated chopus is this: 41} 
ereatures, both above and btlow,Weftify and witneſs, 

all of them as one, that te Lon. 5 is one, and bis name: 


mne (a). 


Euſebes. Since you have proved the people of the: 
1 to have been intirely free from error in the ob- 
ject of their religious worſhip, in the days of our 
Saviour and of his apoſtles; and ſo to have conti- 
nued from thoſe times to our 'own.; I deſire to know 
if Jews and chriſtians are now- agreed CEP 
the object of religious worſhip. 

Artemom 1 am ſorry to be obliged to anſwer, chat 


true 


6 King's Critical Hiſtory of the Apoliles Creed, 
. 35, 36. 


2 15 
true God, the Father, whom the jewiſh people then- 
worſhiped, and ftill worſhip, and whom Jeſus and 
his ' apoſtles acknowleged, and taught, and wor- 
ſhiped, the greater part- of chriſtians in all coun- 
tries, have adopted two other 'perſons, whom they 
call God the Son, and God the Holy Ghet; both of 
whom they ſeverally invoke in prayer, and worſhip : 


which is a great offence, and ſtumbling- block to 


the Jews, and makes them look upon chriſtians ' as 
little better than idolaters: a matter this which moſt 
aſſuredly deſerves the ſerious conſideration * all 
chriſtians. | 


> 


INQUIRY: IV. 


uu fu Chrift taught bath Vin ſr | 


. 12 God? i 4. 


4 


Euſebes. We _ not; — come too ra- 
pidly to a concluſion on this weighty and important 


ſubject, about which ſo many learned men are of a 
contrary opinion, and are perſuaded they have much 


to ſay for it. Perhaps, notwithſtanding the ſtrong 
proofs againſt the probability of it, which you have 
produced, our Saviour might teach that he was 


Godin ſome way incomprehenſible by us, yet never - 
* theleſs true. I dekire, eee to an if Chriſt 
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did at any time intimate to his followers, chat he 
was God, or ſtile himſelf ſo. 5 
_ Artemon. He was ſo far from taking upon himſelf 


hee ſtile and title of God, that he once rebuked a per- 


ſon ſor addreſſing him, though with well · intended 
reſpeR, as if he were any thing approaching to that 
all perfect majeſty, or had any thing good of him - 
ſelf, ſave what came from that Being who made 


him, and all things: Feſus ſaid unto. bim, Why. 


tmilaſ thou me good-? there is. none goed but aue, 158 

it'God” Met. Xin. 17. | 
Euſebes. Was not our Saviour, 3 acs 

tuſed by the Jews of making himſelf equal with 

God? _, 

Artemon. Ves, he was accuſed of ſomething of 

that kind, on two different occaſions : it appears 


however from the defence which he made both 


times, that his adverſaries did not charge him with 
taking upon himſelf to be Jehovah, the living and 
true God, a thing that never entered into their 
thoughts, but only with arrogating to himſelf the 
power and authority of God; For, in the firſt in- 
ance, where they accuſed him of making himſelf 
equal. with God, or, as it ought. to be. tranſlated, 


| like to God, he vindicates himſelf by aſſerting, that 


he laid claim to no powers but what he had actually 
received from God: John v. 19. Then anſwered | 
Jeſus and ſaid unto them, verily, verily, 1 ſay unto 


& : | you the Son can do nothing of himſelf but what he 


feeth 
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ſeeth the Father do, &c. And in the ſecond in- 
ſtance, John x, 34, &c, he refutes the calumny 
by ſaying, that he had aſſumed to himſelf nothing 
more than became him, (a) as the Son of God, 
i.e, the Meſſiah ; and that his miracles proved, 
that this high character belonged to him: II 
do not the works of my Father, (ſuch works as were 
the effects of a divine power) believe me not; but if I 
do, though ye belirve me not, believe the works : that 


ye may know and believe that the Father is in me, and 
J in bim; i. e. that I act by a 9 OY 


from God. 


Mat it was that our Saviour taught concerning 
himſelf? 


Euſebes. Bs ſo good as to inform me, in what 
terms our Saviour uſually ſpeaks of himſelf? _ 


Artemans. . 


a) ver. 36. Say ye of him whom the Father hath 
fanctified, and ſent into the world, thou blaſphemeſt, 
' becauſe I ſaid, I am the Son of God?" 1. e. Say ye 
of him whom the Father hath conſecrated, ſet apart 
and diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of men, by a ſuper- 
natural birth, and by a communication of the ſpirit 
without meaſure, and by a ſpecial commiſſion and au- 
thority to teach his will, at he blaſphemeth, becauſe 
he hath thus ſpoken ?”” L' Exfant in loc. 
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18 | The' Catechiſt. 
Artemen. I ſhall preſent you with ſome ſew ex- 
amples, by which you may form a judgment what were 
the ſentiments which our Saviout had of himſelf, 
and doubtleſs would have us to entertain,of him. 
1. The Son can da nothing of himſelf, (a) but auhat 

be ſeeth the Father do, John v. 19, 20. As the li- 
ving Father (b) hath ſent me, and 1 live by the 
Father; ſo, &c. My dadtrine is not mine, but his 
that ſent me. If any man is defirous to do his will, 
'he ſhall know of his dodtrine, whether it be of God, or 
whether I ſpeak of "myſelf. ver, 19, 20. 1 have na 
Spoken of myſelf; but my Father who ſent me, he gave 
a commandment, what LOR Jes and what T ſhould 
beat. xii. 49. 

2. And he that ſent me, is with me : the Father 
bath not left me alone : for I di always, theſe things 
that pleaſe him. John viii. 29. If ye keep my com- 
mandmenis, ye foal abide in my love : even as 1 have 
lept my Specht CER PEW and ani * La love. 
XV, 10. 

N 2* To 
74) He is here ſpeaking of his OE EY works 
only; that he never wrought any but W an immediate 
Lirection and ſupport from God. ; 

hy b) This is well paraphraſed by Dr. Clarke: © As 
ce the Father, who is the original author of life, has 

« communicated life to me, and will reſtore it to 
er me after I have laid it down, by raiſing me again 
from the dead: To, Ke.. 


1 
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3. To fit on my right hand and on my left, "is not 


mine to give : but it ſhall be given to them for whom it 
is prepared of my Father, Matt. xx. 23. It is not 


for you to know the times and the ſeaſons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power. Acts i. 7. But of 
that day and hour knoweth no one, no not the angels 


which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father, 
Mark xiii. 32.—-but my Father onLy. Matt. 


xxiv. 36. 


4. I thank thee, O Father, Lord of "IRE and 


earth Even fo, Father ! for ſo it ſeemed good in 
thy fight, Matt. xi. 25, 26. And he went a little 
farther, and fell on his face and prayed, ſaying, O my 
Fatber, if it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me : 
nevertheleſs, not as TI will, but as thou wilt, xxvi. 39. 
And Feſus lifted up his eyes, and ſaid, Father, (a) I 


thank thee that Thou haſt heard me : and I knew that 


thou 


(a) Dr. Clarke has not given our Saviour's true 
meaning in his paraphraſe. It is thus better done by 
a learned and uſeful writer: * Father, I thank Thee, 


that thou haſt granted my requeſt, and enabled me to 


perform this mighty work. I know indeed, that 
thou always granteſt my deſires, but I have prayed to 
Thee at preſent, and now praiſe Thee for hearing 


S@* 


me, that it may confirm the faith of thoſe who are here, 


and convince them that [ a& with thy power, and by 
thy commiſſion.” 


of the four Evangeliſts, with explanatory notes, by 
Robert Wait, Miniſter of Galton, 1765. 
E 


The goipel-hiftory from the Text : 
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thou heare/t me always : but becauſe of the prople that 
land by, 1 ſpoke, that they may believe that Thou haſt 
ſent me. John xi. 41, 42. 
- Euſebes. What do you infer from theſe 8 
tions of the bleſſed Jeſus concerning himſelf? 
Artemon. It is moſt evident, that he cannot be 


the moſt high God, who thus declares ; 1. That he 


can do nothing of himſelf ; that he is intirely under 
the direction and controul of another in all he does 
or ſays ; from whom he received his very being; 2. 
that the reaſon of God's ſupporting him in ſo ex- 
traordinary a way, and yiving him ſuch high marks 
of his favour, was on account of his ſincere obedi- 
ence and endeavour to pleaſe him, and to keep his 
commandments ; 3. he who declares himſelf igno- 


rant of ſome things, and that others are not in his own 


diſpoſal, but in that of another; that is, that he is ſo 
limited in knowlege and power ; 4. he who wor- 
ſhiped, gave thanks and prayed to God continually 
for aſſiſtance; be, to whom ſuch things belong, can- 
not be the moſt high God, But from theſe and 
many other ſimilar declarations of Chriſt, if we 
will give credit to his own words, we muſt conclude, 
that he was a creature of God like ourſelves, 
equally dependant upon him for every thing ; and 


| who, for his conſummate worth, and perfect virtue 


and obedience, was raiſed to that high place and 
preeminence in the divine fayour, which he now 
worthily enjoys. | i 
| INQUIRY 


— — CS 


The Cattehiſt, "BY 
INQUIRY VE. 


Whether that Chriſt thus taught concerning his being 


a creature, intirely dependant upon God, is only true 


of him in one ſenſe, that is, according to bis human 
nature, as it is called. 


Euſebes. I BEG you to reſolve me in one thing, if 
our Saviour Chriſt had not tts natures, ſo that he 
was God and man at the ſame time; and all the 
depreciating things that he ſpeaks of himſelf as being 
a creature, belong to his human nature only ? | 

Artemon. The ſuppoſition of Chriſt having two 


| natures, a divine and human nature, taketh for grant- 
ed the yery thing in queſtion, which ought to be 


proved, namely, that he is a being ſo compounded, 
It is a ſuppoſal that has no countenance what- 


ever in the ſacred writings. Our Saviour moſt 
aſſuredly uſed no reſerve or ambiguity in what be 


faid of himſelf, When he averred that he received 
life from the Father and creator of all things ; that 


he could do nothing of himſelf; he meant what he 
ſaid moſt fincerely, and would have us ſo to under- 


ſtand him. When he prayed to God for help and 
ſtrength, he ſtood in need (a) of what he prayed 
E 2 ſor, 


Ca) And 1 aa. 8 from them about a flne's | 


caſt, and kneeled down and prayed, ſaying, Father, ob 
that T hou wouldſt remove this cup from me ! neverthe- 


leſi, not my will, but thine berdone. And there appeared 


an angel unto him from heaven, ſirengthening him. Luke 


xxii. 41, 42. 
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for, and wanted that aſſiſtance which was given 
him. | > | 
It is a thing in itſelf utterly impoſſible, that a 
eing ſhould be God and man; creator and creature; 
ſelf-exiſtent, eternal, independant, and limited, 


| dependant, and having begining of exiſtence, at 


the ſame time; omniſcient and omnipotent, and yet 
ignorant and weak. Theſe things are not compa- 
tible : we ſhould be ſhocked at their abſurdity, if 
they were not inſtilled into us before we began to 


make uſe of our reaſon, and if many were not after- 


wards afraid to make uſe of it about them ; ſuffer- 
ing themſelves to be dazzled by great names and 
authorities, and impoſed on by high antiquity, 


which can give no preſcription to what is unintelligi- 
ble and impoſible. In ſhort, this doctrine of Chriſt 


being poſſeſſed oſ two natures, is the fiction of in- 
genious men, determined at all events to believe 
Chriſt to be a different Being from what he really 
«vas, and uniformly declared himſelf to be; by 


which fiction of theirs, they elude the plaineſt de- 


clarations of ſcriptures concerning him, and will 
prove him to be the moſt high God, in ſpite of his 
own moſt expreſs and conſtant language to the 


- contrary. And as there is no reaſoning with ſuch | 


perſons, they ark to be pitied, and conſidered as 
being under a debility of mind in this reſpect, how- 
ever ſenſible and rational in others. 


INQUIRY 
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INQUIRY VI: 


Of the teſtimony and ſentiment of the three former evan- 
geliſis, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, concerning our 
Saviour Chriſt. 


Euſebes. T Mus r again intreat you, that we may 


not leave any thing unexamined, and- make too 
haſty a deciſion upon a point of this magnitude, 
which involves almoſt the whole chriſtian world 
now, and for many ages, paſt, in the lamentable 
breach of the firſt commandment of God, given by 
Moſes, and confirmed by Jeſus; in the continued 
act and practice of idolatry, by acknowleging 


other perſons. to be Gods, beſides Jehovah, the 


God of Iſrael, the one living and true God. But 
as there are other remaining arguments from the 
ſcriptures, by which ſome would prove Jeſus to be 
the moſt high God ; I would beg you next to take 
the trouble, in as conciſe a manner as you can, to 
acquaint me, what is ſaid of him by thoſe who are 
certainly beſt able to give us true information con- 
cerning him: I mean#the ſacred hiſtorians. of the 
life of Chriſt, and his apoſtles ; who converſed with 
him, and were inſtructed by him, that they might 
inſtruct others : whether they had any ſecret com- 
miſſion to teach what he judged proper to omt; 
either that he himſelf was the moſt high God, or 
that there was any other perſon who was God, but 
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the Father only. And as the three former evange- 
liſts wrote before St. John, and probably without 
ſeeing or knowing of each others writings, I 
ſhould be glad firſt to know what their .teſtimonies 


amount to on this head. Tell me then, I pray, 


what is the general account which they give of 
our Saviour Chriſt ? i 

Arion. The evangeliſts, Matthew and Luke, 
give us the pedigree of Jeſus, from Abraham and 
David. Luke derives it from Adam. Both men- 
tion his extraordinary birth of Mary, and ſome in- 
ſtances of ſingular reſpect ſhewn him in his infancy. 
Luke:touches briefly upon his gradual improvements 
in ' wiſdom and virtue, though much above the 
common rate; of which he relates one inſtance, 
when he was no more than twelve years old. After 


which they both are wholly ſilent about him ' till 


the time of his manhood, when he entered upon 


his public miniſtry. At this period, Mark takes 


up the account, and begins his hiſtory, After 
which, they all three proceed, each in his own 
way, to note down the principal facts of our Sa- 
viour's public life, fomewhat differently; ſo that 
you plainly perceive they did not write in concert 
or copy from each other, as they have all ſereral 
facts and circumſtances of the fame fact, not marked 
by tbe others; and yet the whole of their narra- 


tive, in ſuch harmony and accord with each other 
in what. is ſubſtantial and important, as much con- 


firms 
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firms the general truth of their hiftory, by exhibit- 
ing them as ſo many ſeveral independent witneſſes 
of the ſacts they relate, They all three begin with 
the baptiſm of Jeſus by John; when he received 
the holy ſpirit from heaven, or gifts of a divine 
power and wiſdom to fit him for his high office, 
and to enable him to give full proof of his eommiſ- 
ſion and authority from God. They then relate 


the temptation of the devil, as it is called ; which 


they all. agree in dating at this time, and immedi- 
-ately before his entrance on his public miniſtry , 
ſo that however it is to be interpreted, it was ſome- 


thing preparatory to it. After this, each gives 


what he thought a ſufficient acoount of this divine 
Saviour's doctrine and preaching: of his ardent 
zeal and unwearied labours to bring men to the 
knowledge of Divine Truth, and to be ſaved by it 
from ſin and moſt laſting miſery : the great wiſdom 
and courage on the one hand, and gentleneſs and 
kindneſs on the other, with which he conducted 
himſelf in his unacceptable work of reforming man- 
kind; cloſing their hiſtories with his laſt ſufferings 
and violent unjuſt death in the caufe of God, and 


of the truth he had taught from him, together with 


his ſpeedy reſtoration to life, by the power of God, 
in three days, according to his own prediction. 
Euſcbes. What now, I pray, appear uponthe whole 
to have been the ſentiments of theſe evangeliſts con- 
ene their maſter, the holy Jeſus, from thefe 
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26 | The Catech it, 
principal circumſtances of his life which you have 
recited from them ? | | 
Artemon. They aſſuredly conſidered him, how- ” 
ever excellent in virtue, and honoured with high 
divine powers, to be a creature of God, as well as 
themſelves ; and had not the moſt diſtant thought 
.of his being God, the moſt high God. For they 
give a very particular relation of his birth, as alſo 
- of his death and burial, But the eternal, ſelf- 
exiſtent Being cannot be born, or have begining of 
exiſtence: God cannot die, or ceaſe to exiſt, 
They alſo deſcribe Jeſus as growing, and making 
improvement in wiſdom and virtue. But it is moſt 
derogatory to the infinite all-perfe& mind, to ſup- 
poſe he can be wiſer and better to-day than he was 
yeſterday. They repreſent him, moreover, as ex- 
poſed to temptations, ſo as to be in danger of being 
drawn aſide by them from the paths of holineſs 
and integrity. But it would be impious to imagine 
any thing of this kind incident to the Divine 
Being. 
Euſebes. But does not St. Matthew "intimate 
notwithſtanding, as if Jeſus was in ſome peculiar 
unknown way, God, when in deſcribing the man- 
ner of his birth, he applies to him thoſe words of 
Ifaiah (vii. 14.) Behold à virgin fhall conceive, and 
Hall bring forth a ſen, and they ſhall call his name 
manuel, which being W ts, God with us? 
Matt. i, 72. 
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-ferred upon him, 
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Artemon. In whatever way you conſider the evan- 
geliſt as applying this paſſage to the birth of Chriſt, 
it will amount only to this; that at the birth of the 
child, or by him, ſome way or other, God would be 


with them, would do ſomething extraordinary, work 
ſome great deliverance for his people, confer ſome 


ſingular bleſſing on them: not that the infant babe 


would be the moſt high God, in any ſenſe or man- 
ner whatſoever, The way of expreſſion was fami- 
| liar with the hebrew writers, and runs through the 

whole bible, Gad is with any one, when he does 
any thing extraordinary for him, (a) or by him. 
So Nicodemus, on ſeeing Chriſt's miracles, tells 
„ him, that he was perſuaded (John iii. 2.) that God 


was. with bim, that he had an extraordinary power 
and commiſſion for him. St. Luke alſo fhews us 


how ſuch phraſes ought to be underſtood, and bow | 
_ "eaſily and readily the common people umong the Fetus 
« * nderfload them, though wwe through-prejudice uni in- 


attention make ſuch a myſtery of them. For when our 


Saviour had raiſed the widow's ſon to 'Hfe, it is 
ſaid; (Luke vii. 16.) there came à fear on all: and 


(a) Acts x. 38. God anointed Teſus of Nazareth 
 evith the holy ſpirit and with power : ho went about 


doing good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of the 
devil; for God was with him. Here the ſacred writer 


expreſsly declares, how God was with Jeſus of Na- 


zareth ; namely, by thoſe n powers con- 
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they glirified God, ſaying, that a great prophet har 
riſen up among us; and that God hath viſited his 
people. God viſited his people, ſay they. How vi- 
ſited them? Not in perſon, but by raiſing up a great 
prophet among them. This explains that language 
concerning the future times of the Meſſiah, ſo fre- 
quent in the prophetic writings : via. A voice crieth 3. 


In the wilderneſs, prepare ye the way of JEROV AH, 


make ſtraight in the deſart a highway for our God: 


et thee up upen a high mountain, O daughter, 


that bringeft glad tidings to Sion: Exalt thy voice 


with firength, O daughter, that bringeſt glad tidings 


to Jeruſalem. Exalt it; be not afraid: Say to the cities 
of Fudah, behold your God. Behold the Lord IEHO VAN 
Hall came, |\ Iſaiah xl. 3, 9, 10. God, the Lord 


| Jehovah, did come to his people, when Jeſus was 
raiſed up, of the family of Abraham and ſeed of 


David, and came among them, acting by a divine 
authority, and doing theſe mighty miracles of raiſing | 
the dead to life, &c, in proof of it, 

| Euſebes. But does not St. Matthew, near the 
eloſe of his hiſtory, (xxviii. 19.) teach that there 


are three perſons, the Father, Son, and holy Spirit, 


who are each of them God ; when he tells us, that 


5 Jefus ordered his apoſtles, to go and make diſciples 


of all nations, baptizing them into the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the holy Spirit? Are 
not theſe three put on a level, and made equal to 
each other ? i 


— 5 
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Artemon. Aſſuredly, no one could riſe up from 


the reading of St. Matthew's goſpel, and imagine 
that any ſuch doctrine was to be extracted from 
theſe words. For in all the foregoing parts of his 
book, he never ſpeaks of Chriſt but as their great 
expected prophet, and the meſſenger of God, gifted 
with extraordinary divine powers. Nor does he 
ever deſcribe the ſpirit or holy ſpirit as any thing 
but a divine power, the power or gift of God. So 
that unleſs a man brought along with him a previ- 


ous perſuaſion of three perſons being each of them 


God, he could never diſcover it here, or in any 
thing elſe delivered by the evangeliſt. Moreover, 
the being baptized into any perſon, does not beſpeak 
that perſon. to be God, as is well known; for St. 
Paul makes mention of the Iſraelites being baptized 
into Moſes, 1 Cor. x. 2. Nor does our Saviour's 
being thus joined together with the Father, imply 
any the leaſt equality to him, any more. than Moſes 
being in like manner joined together with Almighty 


God, implied that Moſes was equal to God; where | 


it is ſaid, (Exod. xiv. 31.) the people feared the 
LORD, and believed the LORD and bis ſervant 
Moſes : or that king David was the moſt high God, 
becauſe it is ſaid, (1 Chron. xxix. 20.) that the con- 
gregation bowed down their heads, and worſhiped the 
LORD and the king. I would farther obſerve, that 
the apoſtles, who were the beſt judges of their di- 


vine maſter's intentions, did not think there was 


any 
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any thing ſo important in this form of words in 
baptiſm; or ſo extraordinary a myſtery therein, as 
many have made of it, For we never find after- 
wards: that they confined themſelves to the uſe of 
it; but on the contrary, when they baptized per- 
ſons, they baptized them into the name of Jeſus (a) 
only; which indeed comprized the other, being an 
abridgement of it. For the true meaning of being 
baptized into the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the holy Spirit, is the being baptized or ini- 
tiated into the knowlege or profeſſion of that goſ- 
pel or doctrine of eternal ſalvation, which the God 
and Father of all, revealed to mankind by the. 
miniſtry of his ſon Chriſt Jeſus, and confirmed by 
the gifts of an extraordinary divine power, com- 
municated to. Jeſus and his apoſtles, One wonders 
that thoſe who would hence deduce that Jeſus is 
the moſt high God, equal to the Father, do not 
/ conſider that in the very ſame inſtant, Jeſus him- 
ſelf declares, that his power, great as it was, had 
been received from another; that is, he had it not 
of his own. ver. 18. All power is G1vEN unto me. 
Add to all this, the utter improbability that this 
apoſtle and evangeliſt ſnould introduce two perſons, 
as being each of them God, equal to the moſt high 
God, two new Gods, the Son and Holy Spirit, ſo 
0 intirely 
(a) Ads vii. 16. They Were baptized into the name 


of the Lord Jeſus. See allo x. 48. xix. 5. and Rom. vi. 3. 
Gal. iii. 27. 
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intirely contrary to their jewiſh belief, and firſt 
commandment of God, delivered by Moſes, and 
confirmed by Jeſus himſelf, viz. that there was but 
one ſingle perſon, Jehovah, who was God, and 
Father of all; and this ſtrange doctrine, ſo differ- 
ent from what this ſacred writer had all along 
maintained, to be thruſt in, at the end of his 
book, by the by as it were, without any preced- 
.ing notice, or proof of it. It is plain, and has 
been ſhewn, that the evangeliſt aſſerts no ſuch 
doctrine: but it would have been hardly credible, 
had he aſſerted it in ſuch a way. 


INQUIRY VII. 


Of the teſtimony and ſentiment of the apaſile Fobn 


concerning our Saviour Chrifl, 


Enuſebes. You have left nothing farther for me to 


aſk you concerning the real ſentiments of the three 
evangeliſts, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, relating 
to Jeſus Chriſt ; who, I ſee, were far from look- 
ing upon him to be God, the moſt high God. But 
as St. ſohn has been held openly and directly to 
aſſert this, in the very preface to his goſpel; I 
muſt beg you particularly to favour me with your 
ſentiments on that head. And I am the more 
anxious to hear your full diſcuſſion of the matter, 

F | becauſe 
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becauſe chriſtian writers inform us, and the book 


itſelf confirms the tradition, that this evangeliſt 
wrote after the other three, and after having ſeen 
their writings, and with a view to ſupply ſome 
things that had been omitted by them. I beg 
leave therefore to aſk, if it be Jeſus, as commanly 
ſuppoſed, whom St. John deſcribes under the title 
of The word, « Moyes, at the entrance of his hiſ- 
tory ? In the beginning was the Word, and the Mord 
20as with God, and the Mord was God. The ſame 
was in the begining with God, All things were made 
by bim; and ſo on. John i. 1, 2 | 

Artemon. I think, and am perſuaded, that we 
may, without any heſitation, pronounce, that it 
can, in no ſort or degree, be ſaid of Jeſus Chriſt, 
that he was in the begining, before any thing 
was made; or, that he was God and creator of 


all things. Such language can belong to none but | 
the moſt high God. For there are not two ſu- _ 


preme Gods and Creators; nor can be. And that 


the apoſtle ſpeaks not here of Jeſus, but of God 
only, is moſt evident, if we will but attend to his 
words, and be guided by them. For he adds in the 


dne bicath und ſentence, few 6 Ayers God wer the + 


Werd; i. e. that Mera, a which he had been 


| ſpeaking. 


Euſobes. But, how can God be the Word f Ts 
c not a moſt range, unintelligible e ſpeak- 


: ing? 


e 


ME 
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Artemon. However it may ſeem to us, there was 
nothing extraordinary or difficult to be underſtood in 
it, to the hebrews his countrymen, or to perſons 
acquainted with the ſtile of the ſacred writings ; 
for whoſe uſe he compoſed his hiſtory of Chriſt, In 
his other works, we find him ſaying ; (r John 1. 5.) 
God is light ; as in him is the moſt unſpotted purity 


and holineſs : and again (iv. 16.) God is love ; as in 


him is the moſt perfect benevolence; and in like 
ſort here, God is the Mord, i. e. he may be ſo called, 
becauſe in him is all wiſdom and power: by the term 
Mord, underſtanding the wiſdom or the powerful 
(a) word and command, by which all things were 
made: and either of theſe two ſenſee, the term, 


deres. uſed by St. John, nm _ forth to 


Euſebes. What then do you imagine, Artemon, 
to have moved the apoſtle to place ſuch an extraor- 
dinary introduction beſore his hiſtory of Chriſt ? 
What was his defignit? 


Artemon. There is nothing in it, Euſebes, ſo very 


extraordinary; or unſuitable to his uſual ſtile. in 
writing, which abounds much in high figurative ex- 
preflions : in which he appears to have copied after 
his — Jeſus, And his deſign throughout this 

F 2 preface, 


(a) Pſ. xxxiii. 6. By the word (tw oyw) of the 
Loro wers the heavens made, and all the hoſt of them 
by the breath of his mouth, 
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preface, very obviouſly, and very proper and befit- 
ting the work he was entering upon, is, to teach 
that all things were made by and proceeded from 
the moſt perfect Reaſon or Wiſdom, which is 
God himſelf, and not from any inferior power or 
agent, which the eaſtern and greek philoſophers 
maintained, and which ſome of them too ſoon 
brought into the chriſtian church : and that from 
this Word or Wiſdom of God, came all the lights 
and aſſiiſtances, which mankind had at different 
times received by divine meſſages, and Prophets, 
eſpecially by Jeſus Chriſt, who was ſuperior to 
them all; and who was the true light, by way of 
excellence, above all others. And in uſing this 
language, the apoſtle moſt probably had in his eye, 
and imitated that deſcription of the moſt high God, 


in Proverbs viii. where Wiſdom is introduced as 2 


Divine Perſon, who had been with God from ever- 
" lafting, from the beginning, before the world was 
made, When he prepared the heavens, I was there. 
Then was I by him, and I was daily his delight, All 
which beautiful imagery is contrived and adopted 
to teach in a more lively way, that God made all 
things, and governs them, with the moſt perfect 

wiſdom, | | | | 
Euſebes. But when our evangeliſt ſays of this 
Word or Wiſdom, that it was with God, and re- 
peats immediately, as it were to impreſs us the 
more ſtrongly with it ; The ſame was in the begining 
with 
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with God: Does it not imply, that this Word or 
Wiſdom was a real intelligent being or perſon, who 
is thus repreſented as being with God; and not a 
divine attribute or quality. 

Artemon. It no more implies this than the lan- 
guage I have juſt now mentioned, of Solomon, con- 
cerning Wiſdom; (Prov. viii.) Then was I by him, 
and ſo on, proves iſdem to have been an intelligent 
perſon; another deity. Our apoſtle, in another 
place, ſays; (1 John i. 2) We fhew wnto you that 
eternal life, WHICH WAS WITH THE FATHER, and 
was manife/ted unto us. No one here underſtands, that 
eternal life was a real perſon, though ſpoken of in 
this lively ſtyle, as being or living with the Father. 
Nor ſhould we do it in the other caſe, if through - 

; our heathen prejudices we were not prone to catch 

; at every expreſſion that would favour the notion of 
a multiplicity of Gods. 

Euſeber. Are there any n which confirm 
this interpretation that you have given, and prove 
that the evangeliſt was far from intending to aſſert 
that Jeſus was the Word, which is here charac- 
terized as the moſt high God and creator of all 
things ? 

. Artemon. There are many arguments of holy 

; ſcripture which ſhew- this in the moſt convineing 
manner. For. 

2 1. Our evangeliſt could not ſet out at firſt, and 

ſtile Jeſus the moſt high God, and within a few 


F3 | pages 
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pages of his book afterwards, introduce the ſame 
Jeſus declaring, as he continually does, that he 
was himſelf a creature of God, depending upon 
him, and who received life and every thing from 
him; and afterwards alſo aſſerting, as I have had 
occaſion to mention before, that the Father, as 
: diſtinguiſhed from himſelf, and all other beings, 
5 was the only true God; and that he himſelf had 
the ſame God, and Father, in common with the 
reſt of the human race: whom he calls his brethren. 
Such contradictions no writer of a ſound under- 
ſtanding can fall into. 
| 3+: 2. It cannot be imagined that a pious jew, like 
| $ 1 | aur apoſtle, ſhould, as I before obſerved to you 
ö = with reſpect to St. Matthew, bring in a new God, 
| - |, a new, and before unknown creator of the world, 
| in flat contradiQtion to the firſt and ſecond com- 
| y mandments of their divine law; and in the face of os 
thoſe many declarations of Jehovah by his pro- 
phet (a) ; that He only was God, and no other be- | 
ſides him; He only, creator of all things. And 
1 this, moreover, to be but once aſſerted, without 
1 any proof, in the begining of his book: and never 
3 to recur to it afterwards; never again to ſtile Jeſus 
the Mord, or call him God; but to ſpeak of 
him, and deſcribe him as ſpeaking of- him- 
; ſelf, as being nothing of himſelf, but whatever he 
, was, receiving it from God. Such ſuppoſitions are 
ff 2 not. © 
ſa) See Iſaiah xlii. v. xliv, 24. xlv. 11, 12. 
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not within the line of- credibility, where there is 
any degree of ſenſe or conſiſtency. 

3. It is alſo to be obſerved, that our evangeliſt, 
St. John, joined with the reſt of the apoſtles, in a 
prayer to almighty God, in which Jeſus is par- 
ticularly and expreſsly excluded from being God 
and the creator, and in a very ſtriking manner con- 
_ tradiſtinguiſhed from that adorable majeſty ; from 
him who is alone ſovereign and ſupreme. It is near 
the begining of the ſecond treatiſe of St. Luke, 
. and runs thus; “ Sovereign Maſter (a) ; Thou art 
«© the God who haſt made heaven and earth, and the 
« ſea, and all that in them is; grant unto thy ſer- 
« pants, that with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy 
& word, by thy ſtretching forth thine hand to heal, and 
& that figns and wonders may be done by the name of 
« thy holy (b) ſervant Jeſus.” Acts iv. 24, 29, 30. 

| St. John, 


(a) Atowola, Sovereign Maſter rather than Lord: a 
name in ſcripture appropriated to God. 


(4) Tt hath been ſhewn at large in another place, 
(ſee A Diſſertation on praying to Chriſt.” p. 89,) 
that the apoſtles, in this prayer, call our Saviour, 
God's holy ſervant, not child, as we tranſlate it. I 
find alſo Dr. Clarke intimating that the word ſhould 
be tranſlated /ervant, and that name given to Chriſt, 
not only in this chapter, but alſo Acts iii, 13, and 
25. It deſerves notice here, that Almighty God, by 
the prophet Ifaiah, more than once calls the future 


Meſſiah, 
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St. John, and the other. apoſtles, who offered this 


prayer to God, by addreſſing him, Thou, as one 
ſingle perſon, could never think there was any 
other perſon who was God; or conſider Jeſus, 
whom in this very prayer they call the ſervant, of 
God, as being at the ſame time the moſt high God, 
by whom all things were made. John i. 3. 

Euſebes. Can you ſhew it probable by any other 
argument, that St. John did not in the begining 
of his goſpel intend to deſcribe Chriſt as being the 
Mord, who was God, and creator of all things ? 

Artemon. There is one proof, which though not 


directly taken from the fcriptures, does much con- 


firm the evidence, that the evangeliſt intended no 
ſuch thing. And this is furniſhed by the creed, 
called the apoſtles' ; which, although it was not 
written by them, is on all hands allowed to be very 
ancient, eſpecially. the former parts it; and there- 
fore may be well reckoned to contain the ſentiments 
of the apoſtles, and of St. John included amongſt 
them, concerning the only true God, For it 
| | 76 teaches, 


Meſſiah, the Chriſt, his ſervant; Behold my ſervant, 
aubom Iwill uphold ; my choſen, in whom my foul de- 
lighteth : I will make my ſpirit reft upon him. Iſaiah 
Xliii. 1. Biſhop Lowth's verſion. See allo Iii. 13. Iii. 
11. Can we wonder that Jews are averſe to chriſtianity, 
when they ſee ehriſtians worſhiping him as the moſt 
high God, whom their prophets call God's ſer- 
vant ? 
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teaches, that there is but one God, who is the 
Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth ; 
and that Jeſus Chriſt, his beloved ſon, wbo was 
born of the virgin Mary, ſuffered the ignominious 
death of a ſlave, under Pontius Pilate, the roman 


governor of Judea ; and that there was a Holy Spi- 


rit, or extraordinary divine power, communicated 
from God, by which the goſpel was preached and 
eſtabliſhed in the world, Whoever compoſed this 

creed, moſt AY did not believe (a) Jeſus 


Chrift . 


(a) The apoſtles creed is indeed, in the ſtricteſt 
ſenſe, an Unitarian creed; and fo early an atteſtation 
to the doctrine of the Divine Unity being received and 
acknowleged by chriſtians, is of importance. In a well- 
known Catechi/m, immediately after the repetition of this 
creed, this queſtion follows; „What doſt thou chiefly 
«« learn in theſe articles of thy belief? To which 
the child is made to give this anſwer; “ Firſt, I 


learn to believe in God the Father, who made me, 
« and all the world. Secondly, in God the Son, 


«© who hath redeemed me and all mankind, Thirdly, 
„ in God the holy Ghoſt, who ſanQifieth me, and 
« all the elect people of God.“ But can any one 
truly ſay, that ſuch a doctrine is contained in this 
creed ; and will not children ſo taught, believe that 
there are three Gods, God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt; and go to the reading of the 
ſcriptures afterwards with this undue bia on their 
minds, which may be with difficulty nn laid 
aſide ; perhaps never ? 
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Chriſt to be the moſt high God, and creator of aft 
things : for God cannot ſuffer er die ; which has 
been obſerved rd but hardly can be too often 
repeated. | 

' Euſebes: What does our evangeliſt mean after- 
- wards, when going on farther to treat of the. Word, 


o yer, Which, according to your interpretation, is, 
God himſelf, he ſays, The Word was made fleſh ; - 


or, as it might more juſtly be rendered in engliſh, 


The Mord became man, a mortal man, and dwelt 


among us, and ſo on. Can this be ſaid of God ? Is 
it poſſible for him to become a man? 

Arte mon. Unqueſtionably that is a thing inigoſ- 
ſible, and far from the intention of the apoſtle. 
Nevertheleſs his words will be found to have a very 
juſt, proper, and eaſy meaning, if we attend to the 
deſign of St. John in them. For here he comes to 
the point, for the ſake of which he had been giving 
ſuch an animated and magnificent deſcription of the 


ſupreme Being; namely, that he might introduce 


the Character of Jeſus, the Meſſiah, the Chriſt, 
who was to be the ſubje& of his book, with the 
greater ſolemnity in this 14th verſe. Now, ſays 
he, this Word, or Wiſdom of God, which, in a 
very juſt and well known ſenſe, is God himſelf; 
by which he firſt made all things, animate and in- 
animate, men and angels; and from which pro- 
ceeded all his former extraordinary communications 
of light and knowlege to mankind ; was at laſt 
imparted in the fulleſt manner to Jeſus, and reſided 

in 
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in him: by which all men might plainly diſcover, 
and we his apoſtles had undeniable evidence, that 


he was the Meſſiah, the Chriſt, whom all were to 


hearken to and obey, as God himſelf: The Word, 
ſays he, (Wiſdom) became man, and dwelt among 
u, (in the man Chriſt Jeſus) ; and we bebeld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten (or moſt be- 
loved) of the Father. 

Euſebas. Can you illuſtrate this interpretation 
which you have given of the words of St. John, by 
any ſimilar language of Chriſt or the other apoſtles ? 


' Artemon, Teſus ſaith unto him; have I been ſo 


long time with you, and yet haſt thou not known me, 
Philip ? he that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen the father : 
and how ſayeft thou then, ſhew us the Father? Be- 
lieveſi thou not, that I am in the Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me? the words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak 
not of myſelf : and the Father that dwelleth in me, he 
doeth the works, John xiv. 9. In this paſſage, 


the Father, whom Chriſt ſpeaks of as dwelling in 


him, correſponds exactly with the Word, or Wiſ- 
dum becoming man, and dwelling in Chriſt, And 
in both places, the expreſſions denote, in the bold 
figurative ſtile of the ſcriptures, the influence of 
the Divine Wiſdom and Power, by which Jeſus 
acted. 

Exactly of the ſame caſt and imports that lan- 
guage of the apoſtle Paul, Coloſ. ii. 8, 9. Beware 
left any man ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain de- 


ceit, 
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ceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of 
the world, and not after Chriſt : for in him dwelleth 
all the ſulneſs of the Godhead (rather of the divine 
porwer) bodily. To underſtand this, you are to take 
along with you, that in the apoſtolic age, it pleaſed 
God to beſtow various gifts of extraordinary know- 
lege, of ability to teach others, of ſpeaking in the 


language of other nations, &c, 1 Cor. xii. xiii. xiv. 


promiſcuouſly on believers, for the ſupport” of the 
chriſtian church in its infancy. With a view to 
this, St. Paul, in another place, prays for the chriſ- 
tians at Epheſus, that they might be filled with all 
the Fulneſs of God. (Eph. iii. 19.) i; e. might abound 
in all thoſe extraordinary gifts from God, which 
were needful for them. Now here he ſays, that 
theſe gifts of a Divine Wiſdom and Power were 
| beſtowed on Chriſt without meaſure Ca), for in him 
dwelt all the fulnefs of the Divine Power; which 
3s really nothing elſe but ſaying, in other words, 
that the Divine Word, or Wiſdom became man, 
and dwelt in Chriſt Jeſus. With juſt cauſe: there- 
fore does the apoſtle exhort to adhere to Chriſt, and 
not follow that falſe philoſophy, and worldly ac- 
commodating wiſdom, with which ſome were al- 
ready beginning to corrupt the true doctrine con- 
cerning God and es and in which they un- 
happily 

(a) He whom Cod hath ſent, ſpeaketh the words of 


God: for God giveth not the * 2 meaſure unto him. 
yy i, 34. , 
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happily ſucceeded after the apoſtles were gone off 
the ſtage. 

Euſebes. It has been maintained by many n 
that in this goſpel of St. John, Chriſt is expreſsly 
declared to be God, in that narrative which the 
evangeliſt gives of his condeſcenſion to his incre- 
dulous diſciple Thomas, by affording him ſenſi- 
ble proof of the reality of his being raiſed to life ; 
when convinced of his being really alive, from the 
dead, (John xx. 28.) he anſwered and ſaid unto 
bim; My Lord, and my God.” I beg to know how 

is this to be underſtood, if Jeſus be not God? 

+ Artemon, But that the blindneſs of prejudice, 
Euſebes, knows no bounds, one might wonder how 
it could enter into the minds of ſo many learned and 
good men in all ages, that this diſciple of Chriſt, 


wha a little before had given up his maſter Jeſus as 


abſolutely dead; and could not be prevailed upon 
by evidence that was ſatisfactory to others, to be- 
lieve but that he was really dead: that this man, 
with ſuch ſentiments, ſhould inſtantly addreſs Jeſus 
as the moſt high God, whom till that moment he 
had ſuppoſed without life, merely on receiving ſen- 


ſible proof of Eis having been under ſuch an error 


concerning him. Chriſt's being brought to life 
again could be a proof of nothing elſe but of the 
favour and good neſs of God in reſtoring it to him: 


not a proof, that he was God, the moſt high God. 


And the emotions it might naturally - raiſe in 
G Thomas's 
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| Thomas's breaſt, would be expreſſive of his admira- 
tion and thankſgiving to the heavenly Father, which 
made him break out into that exclamation, ** My 
Lord, and my Gad.“ This may be conſidered as 
' an imperſect ejaculation or prayer to God; and 
:| had he uttered it at full length, he might have ſaid, 
O my Lord, and my God, I thank thee for this 
thine unexpected benignity, in raiſing my dead 
maſter Jeſus to life again.“ Or, taking the words, 
as ſome do, in the nominative caſe, the ſenſe may be 
thus ſupplied, © My Lord and my God hath done 
this great thing.” But if any, ſtill, notwithſtanding, 
will perſiſt in believing that Thomas here calls 
; Chriſt, God, they ſhould take along with them, that 
| Chriſt, not long before, had told his diſciples in 
plain words, that he had the ſame God and Father 
with themſelves: ſo that he can only be God in 
ſuch a ſenſe as a creature can be ſo called. In 
'  * ſhort, no proof can be drawn from this ſpeech of 
4 Thomas's, either that Jeſus was the moſt high God, 
or that Thomas believed him ſo to be. 


DIALOGUE IX. 


Of the true dactrine concerning Ged and Chrift, as it 
may be collected from St. Luke's en volume, 
called The Acts. | 
Euſebes. You have convinced me that the evan- 

, geliſt St. John intirely agrees with the three former 

1 We in never teaching. or delivering any 
. 


| 


thing 
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thing concerning the holy Jeſus, which implied 
that he was the moſt high God. But we ſhall not 
complete the evidence which one of them, St. 
Luke, gives on this ſubje&, unleſs we take in the 
ſecond volume of his goſpel-hiſtory, called, The 
Acts. And as his deſign in writing this, was, to 
ſhew how the goſpel was firſt propoſed and preached & 
to jews and heathens by the apoſtles, it muſt be cu- | 
rious and important to know what they ſay of their 
divine Maſter ; how they exhibit him to the world. 
But as this ſame hiſtorian has recorded ſeveral ap- 
pearances of Chriſt after his reſurrection, I ſhould be | 
obliged to you firſt to acquaint me if any thing pre- | 
ſented itſelf at ſuch times, whence it might be con= | 
cluded, that Chriſt was the moſt high God ? 
Artemon. There is certainly nothing like this, 
in the account which St. Luke gives of what paſſed 
at our Saviour's taking his final leave of his diſciples: - 
but it muſt have had quite the contrary effect upon 
every one preſent, and upon all that now pay any 
. attention to it, For, in what their divine Maſter 
ſays to them at that time, he very naturally informs 
them, that his power and knowlege were limited ; 
and that the direction and government of the world 
vas not his province, but belonged to the heavenly 
Father. alone. When they (his diſciples) were 
come together, they aſced of him ſaying, Lord, wilt 
thou at this time reflore again the kingdom to Iſrael? 
> And he ſaid unto them, it is not for you to know the 
f 18 G 2 times 
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times and the e which the Father hath put in his 


own power.” Acts i. 7. 
' Eufebes. Much has been ſaid and written concern- 


inn the heavenly viſian which Stephen was favoured 


with a little before his death, and the requeſt which 
he at that time preferred to Chriſt: But I beg to 
know if we can thereby learn what were the ſenti- 
ments of that holy man, and firſt martyr for the 
goſpel, concerning our Lord, | 
Artemon. Whatever be determined concerning 
the addreſs, which he on that occaſion offered to 
Chriſt, we may be aſſured that Stephen did not be- 
lieve him to be above the condition of a creature : 
for he ſpeaks of him as being the Son of man, in 
that ſtate of exaltation and honour in which; he be- 
held him: Lo, I. ſee the heavens opened, and the 
Son of man ſtanding at the right hand hang Acts 
vii. 56. 


Euſebes. What nen did Chriſt give to 


Paul concerning his own true character, when he 
firſt made himſelf known to him from heaven, with 
a view to make him his- apoſtle, and the chief 


teacher of the heathen world? Does he acquaint 
him; that he himſelf was ws and to be acknow- 


leged as ſuch ? 


. Artemon; No; very far from it, In chat hea- 


.venly ſtate of glory, the Lord Jeſus owns himſelf to 
be the man that once had for ſo long time his abode 


in the mean town of Nazareth in Galilee, For 


thus 


Ir 
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thus does our apoſtle himſelf relate what then 


paſſed : ** 7 fell upon the ground, and heard a voice, 
faying unto me; Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thuu me? 
And I anſwered, wha art thou, Lord? And he ſaid 
unto me, I Au JESUS OF NAZARETH, whom thou 
perſecuteſt. Acts xii. 7, 8. | 
Euſebes. In what manner did the apoſtles of 
Chriſt ſpeak of him, in their firſt: preaching of the 
goſpel to the world, after his reſurrection? 
Artemon. The words of the apoſtle Peter, in his 
firſt ſermon to his countrymen, are very remark- 
able, and deſerve the attention of all chriſtians. 
They are theſe; Adds ii. 22. Ye men of Iſrael, 
hear theſe words : Feſus of Nazareth, à man, (a) 
authorized among you by miraclet, and wenders and 
fins, whith God did by. him, in the midſt of you, as 


ye yourſelves alſo know, Him ye have taken, being 


delivered up (to you) by the determinate counſel and 
foreknowlege of God, and by wicked hands have cruci- 


fied and: ſlain : whom God. hath aa up, having | 


looſed the pains of death, 
Euſebes.. What appear hence to be the apoſtle: 


Peter's ſentiments concerning his divine maſter, . 


and which he was deſirous the audience ſhould' 
carry away with them from his diſcourſe ? | 

Artemon. Jeſus of Nazareth, being here evi-- 
dently contradiſtinguiſhed from the God and govei- 
nor of the world, as one oſ the human race moſt 


8 3: - may 
; (a)  amodFiyparor) not approved, but authorized, dew v5 


monſirated to be the Chriſt, by miracles, &c.. 
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/ highly favoured of God; this muſt have been 


Peter's perſuaſion concerning him, and what he 
was ſtudious to inculcate upon his hearers. For he 
evidently ſpeaks of him, as a human being, ardurey 
a man,” who died as all others do, though by a vio- 
lent and unjuſt death; but God, he ſays, (ver. 24 
to 33) vindicated his innocence, and divine miſ- 
fion, by reſtoring him ſoon to life, according to 
the predictions that had been given before concern- 
ing him. And he farther informs them, that the 
great miracles they had ſeen wrought by Jcſus 


among them, were not done by any powers of his 


own, but by a power from God, who thus gave 


_ teſtimony to him. After which he concludes, with 


obſerving to them, that the dignified titles of the 
Chrift, and the Lord, i. e. of the great prophet, 


| teacher; and lawgiver of his church and people, of 


all that did or ſhould believe in him; that theſe 


| honours were beſtowed upon him by Almighty 
God: Therefore let all the houſe of Iſrael know, aſe 


feredly, that God hath made that ſame Feſus, whom ye 
have erucified, both Lox D and CHRISv. Acts ii. 36. 
The very ſame concluſions concerning our Sa- 


from the manner in which Peter afterwards, by di- 


vine appointment, taught the knowlege of Chriſt 


and of his goſpel to Cornelius, a roman military 


| officer, ſtationed in Judea, a perſon of eminent 


picty and virtue. The account of it is eontaĩned 


N 12 Als x. ver. 34 to 44; and you will do well to 


conſult 


 vieur, who, and what he was, are to be drawn 


1 


conſult it. For it is no leſs remarkable than the ex- 
tract which I juſt now gave you from that apoſtle's 
firſt ſermon: and both of them, without all doubt, 
hold forth that ſpecific character of the bleſſed 
Jeſus, by which the apoſtle was deſirous to have him 
known and diſtinguiſhed all over the world, 


Not unlike alſo is St. Paul's firſt ſermon at An- 


tioch, Acts xiii. 16, 40. to a mixed audience of 
jews and pious heathens : only there is one particu- 
lar circumſtance therein to be remarked, viz. that 
he begins with informing the heathens among them, 
(ver. 17.) that it was the God of the people of Iſrael, 


(the only true God and creator of all things) au 


had raiſed up unto Iſrael, of the family of David their 
Former king, that Saviour Tan in whoſe name he 
ſpake to them, * 

Euſebes. You have given ſeveral . what.it 
was that the jews and pious heathens, who already 
believed in God, were taught concerning Jeſus 
Chriſt, by thoſe who firſt preached the goſpel by 


authority from God to them; I ſhould-be glad to 


be informed in what manner they addreſs themſelves 
to teach and convert the idolatrous heathens? 

Artemon. We have a remarkable example of this 
in St. Paul's celebrated ſpeech at Athens, when 


ſummoned to declare his doctrine before the ew 


of the court of Areopagus. 

Euſebes. What is the method there taken by the 
| apoſtle to bring them to the knowlege of the goſ- 
pel? 


Artemon. 


- 
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- Artemen. Paul informs them that there was but 
one God, the maker, governor, and preferver of all | 
things, ever preſent to his creatures, who was tobe | 
worſhiped in purity of heart, who inſpected the ac- 
tions of men, and would call them to ſtrict account 
for them hereafter, by that perſon whom he had 
appointed to teach them his will, of which he had 
given the fulleſt aſſurance to all that would attend _ 
to it. God, that made the world and all things - 
therein : he, being Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
wot in temples made with hands, &c. The times of 
this ignorance (rod winked at; but now commandeth all 
men every where to repent : becauſe he hath appointed a 
day, in the tebich be will judge the world in righteouſ- 
neſs, ly the man whom he bath ordained ; whereof he 
hath given aſſurance unto all men in that he hath raiſed * . 
bim from the dead, Acts xviii. 24: KMW. 
Euſebes: Why is it, do you imagine, that the 
apoſtle mentions only this ſingle circumſtance to 
theſe men concerning our Saviour, that he was ap- 
pointed of God to be the future judge of men 
4 Artemon. It is probable that St. Luke lelected this 
for brevity ſake, becauſe it was that which St. Paul 
principally d welt upon, being what was. moſt likely 
to awaken and alarm the minds of theſe dark and 
profligats idolaters, as were the greateſt part of 
thoſe to whom he ſpoke ;: although it is to be pre- 
ſumed that he gave them other information more at 
large concerning Chriſt. and his doctrine. | 5 
| Euſebes | 
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Euſebes. According to this account, which St. 
Luke gives of it, what impreſſion was the apoſtle's 
diſcourſe calculated to leave upon the minds of the 
Athenians, concerning Jeſus Chriſt ? Would they 
take St. Paul to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange gods, in 
their own way, as ſome of them, according to their 
idolatrous notions and prejudices, ſuppoſed him to 
be, before he began to ſpeak; and that Jeſus was 
ſome new God, added to thoſe they already had, 
and one whom they had never heard-of before ? 
Artenion. By no means, Thoſe amongſt them 
who paid any ſerious attention to what was uttered 
by the apoſtle, would depart perſuaded, that in 
Paul's account there was but one God, the creator 
of the world; and that Jeſus was a man, amg, who 
was God's meſſenger, and by him deſigned and 
qualified for a high and moſt important office i in the 
future world, and that therefore it was of great con- 
cernment for them to be acquainted with the 


meſſage and doctrine which he delivered from God. 


Euſebes. But does not. St. Paul, when taking 
leave of the elders of the church of Epheſus, call 
' Chriſt, God; where he ſays, Acts xx. 28. Take 
heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the flock over 
which the boly ſpirit hath made you over ſcers, to feed 
the church of Gov, which he hath, e with his 
own B? 

| Ariemon. The beſt and moſt antient LS FIR 


copies of the New Teſtament, have not here, the 


church 
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chureh or Gop, but the church or Tas Loxd, 


i, e. of Jeſus; and ſo the moſt ancient fathers cite 
it, and ſo without all doubt it ought to be read. It 
is one of thoſe aſtoniſhing and at the ſame time moſt 
humbling conſiderations,” that perſons of large and 
improved underſtanding” in other reſpects, ſhould 
ever entertain the degrading thought, that the moſt 
high God and creator of all things, could, in any 
fort or degree, or by any connection or union what- 


ever, ſhed aromas 


INQUIRY X. 


& the Jets of the apoſtle Paul, concerning Gea 


$0229 - 14 od Chriſt. 
* Foſebi * HAVE reaped ſo much benefit, Arte- 


mon, from your attention to my inquiries and 
doubts on theſe intereſting ſubjects, that I muſt 
beg you to indulge me with it a little longer. St. 
Paul, in the general turn of his writings, always 
ſpeaks. of God as one ſingle perſon, in ſuch a way 


as no one can miſtake him ; and in ſome places he 


particularly aſſerts the Divine Unity in the ſtrongeſt * . 


terms, and ſeems an utter ſtranger to what is called 


the Trinity, or three perſons all together making 
up one God. For he ſays, 1. Cor. v. To us, 

(chriſtians) ther. is but One God, the Father. And 
Eph. iv. 6. There is but One God, and Father of all, 


who 5 is above all, &c. If therefore there be any 
meaning 
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meaning in words, I muſt conclude that the apoſtle 


believed that there was no other perſon who was 


God, but the Father. And yet there are ſeveral 


paſſages in his epiſtles, in which he appears to 


ſpeak of Jeſus Chriſt as being the moſt high God, 


and creator of all things. For example, in his 
epiſtle to the Romans, (ix. 5.) he ſays of Chriſt, 


that he is over all, God, bleſſed for euer. If Chriſt 
be the God over all, bleſſed for ever, are there not 
then two Gods, contrary to our apoſtle's repeated 


aſſertion, that there is but ove God, the Father? 


Surely he could not ſo flatly contradict himſelf, and 
ſay, that Chriſt was another God, when he had 
maintained that there was but one God, the Father ? 
I ſhould be glad to know where the miſtake lies in 
this matter; for ſome miſtake I am ſure there uuſt 
be, 7 

Artemon. If men had not been prepoſſeſſed with 
the notion of Chriſt being the moſt high God, 
they could never have applied theſe words of the 
apoſtle to him. If you turn to the place, Rom. 
ix. 5. you will ſee that he is enumerating and ex- 
tolling the religious advantages, and privileges of the 


jewiſh people, and cloſes the whole with ſaying, Of 


whom, as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came; i. e. that 
even Chriſt himſelf by his deſcent, was a man of the 


jewiſh nation. Now can any one imagine, that St, 


Paul, after baving faid this, ſhould go to add, that this 
ſame perſon of their kindred and nation, an Iſraelite 
| | born, 
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born, was the moſt high God, bleſſed for ever: 
a thing that muſt, have ſhocked them, and turned 
them againſt every thing elſe that he could offer, 
as they were unmoveable and rooted in this, that 
there was no other God beſides Jehovah, the God 
of their Fathers? No: an unprejudiced reader 
would ſee that after the. words, Of whom, as can- 
cerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, ſhould be put a full 
ſtop. - And then to follow, in a ſentence by itſelf, 
God, who is over all, be bleſed for ever. This, as 
the learned know, is a proper conſtruction of the 
apoſtle's words, and it is very agreeable to his man- 
ner of writing, to throw in ſuch a devout ejacula- 
tion, and then proceed with his ſubject (a). 
* Euſebes. But does not St. Paul aſſert, that there 
is another God, equal tothe Father, when he ſays, 
(Philip. ii. 6.) that Chriſt Jeſus thought it no rob- 
very to be equal with God? 
- Artemon. Engliſh readers are much i 
upon by ſuch a on the apoſtle's words. The 
Jearned 


- 


{a) Some may approve the very 5 W of 
the apoſtle's words, offered to the world by Dr. Whitby, 
and others after him, viz. whoſe or (of whom) are 
the Pathers ; and from whom is Chriſt according to the 
fleſh ; whoſe or [of whom) is the Cod over all, bleed 
for ever, | Whitby's Laſt Thoughts, p. 80. 

() The following hymn, which goes upon the 
idea of there being two equal Gods, and one of them 
: a manz 
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learned know that they mean no ſuch thing : that 
inſtead of, he thought it no robbery to be equal with 
God; it ſhould be tranſlated, he did not eagerly 
covet to be like to God, to appear in the likeneſs 
of God; i. e. was not ambitious, or fond of ex- 
erting thoſe divine powers which had been be- 
ſtowed upon him : on account of which he is juſt 
before ſaid to have been in the form (i. e. likeneſs) 
of God; i. e. to have ſuch an outward reſemblance 
of him as thoſe divine powers gave him. $0 that 
our apoſtle does indeed aſſert that our Saviour was 
poſſeſſed of high divine powers in which he reſembled 
the moſt high God : but at the ſame time, he 
goes on to ſay, that Chriſt was ſo far from being 

| himſelf 


a man, ſhews one of the unhappy conſequences of 
- authorizing ſuch a wrong tranſlation and perverſion of 
the apoſtle's words. 
| , Yet there is One of human frame, 
„ Jeſus, array'd in fleſh and blood; 
« Thinks it no robbery to claim 
H full equality with God. "8 
% Their glory ſhines with equal beams; 
«© Their eſſence is for ever one, 
© Tho? they are known by different names, 
«© The Father-God, and God the Son. 
«© Then let the name of Chriſt out King, 
. With equal honours be ador'd.“ 
Watts. Hymn li, book 2, 


H 
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himſelf God, or (b) equal to him; that he was 
even dependent upon God for theſe divine powers, 


as well as for every thing elſe that he poſſeſſed, 


which 


(4) It is a paraphraſe by no means warranted by 
the apoſtle's language, which biſhop Hurd, in his ſer- 


- mons, lately publiſhed, vol. ii. p. 164, has given of 


thoſe words of our engliſh tranſlation, he rhought it no 
robbery to be equal with God; i. e. *©* Jeſus, Chriſt, 
% (ſays his lordſhip) was in no haſte to ſeize upon, 
1 and aſſert his right of equality with God.“ For it is 
a circumſtance well known to the learned, that the 
word tor, which his lordſhip would have to convey 
the idea of equality here, does frequently ſignify a re- 
ſemblance, a likeneſs only; and the propriety of giv- 
ing that ſenſe to it in this place, is confirmed by this, 


that it is a word that admits of degrees of compariſon, 


170lego;, iodlero;, which cannot be aſſerted of things 
equal, that they are more or leſs equal. See Whitby 
in loc. and Emyln, vol. i. p. 92. note. St. Paul there- 
fore gives no countenance whatever to ſuch an inter- 
pretation of his words. Moreover, his lordſhip ſurely 


did not ſufficiently attend to the conſequences of 


maintaining that Chriſt Yaimed a right of equality with 
God. For the aſſerting him to be equal to Ged 
(to uſe the words of an able commentator) muſt of ne- 


ceſſity carry in it an aſſertion of a plurality of Gods. 


If there be a God, and another who is equal to him in 
nature, perfections, and dominion, the latter muſt be 
as truly a God, in the higheſt and moſt abſolute ſenſe 

1 | 7 | as 
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which were God's gracious gift to him. | Wherefore 
Cod hath highly exalted him, and GRACIOUSLY BE- 
STOWED upon him [«xagozre)a name which is above 
every name; that, in the name of Jeſus every knee ſball 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth ; and that every tongue ſhould 
confeſs that Feſus Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of _ 
the Father. Philip. ii. 9, 10, 11. , 
Euſebes. But how ſhall I get over that n 
paſſage of St. Paul, without allowing that he looked 
upon Chriſt as God; where he maintains that all 
things were created by him; (Coloſ. i. 16.) Far 

by him, (ys he) were all things created that are in 
H 2 4 beaven, 


as the former; and when men have faid all they can, a 
God and à God are as ceriainly twa Gads, as a man and'a 
man are two men. Nor can this be evaded, by pretend- 
ing that they are not two Gods, becauſe they are- one 
and the ſame Being, and ſo one and the ſame God; 
for the inſpired writers are utter ſtrangers to ſuch aſſer- 
tions, that a Being is equal to itſelf.” I would farther: 
add ; ſhould not thoſe perſons who thus give to Al- 
mighty God an equal, and one who, in this very paſ- 
ſage, is ſaid to have ſuffered death, in obedience to 
God ; ſhould not they conſider thoſe awful demands 
made of old to the idolatrous Iſraelites? _** To avhom 
then will ye lilen me? or ſhall I be equal, ſaith the 
holy One To whom nuill ye liken me, and make me 
equal, and compare me, that we may be like a Iſaiah 
11 25. Xlvi. 5. 


© 
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heaven, and that are in earth, vifible and inviſible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
er powers ; all things were created by him and for 
bim. | 

Artemon. You may be aſſured, that whatever 
meaning is to be put upon theſe words, St. Paul 
lad no deſign in them of aſſerting that Chriſt was 
| God; becauſe in the verſe immediately before he 
| Riiles him, the image of the inviſible God: i. e. he 
declares him not to be the inviſible God, but a 
reſemblance of him, one of the moſt dignified of 
| | ais creatures, who had the honour to be made moſt 
"mM luke unto him. For whatever is not God, muſt be 
| 2 creature. There is nothing between. 

Moreover it is utterly impoſlible that our apoſtle 
ſhould here aſcribe the creation of the world to 
Chriſt, for the two following reaſons ; firſt ; be- 
cauſe no pious jew could believe there were two 
creators ; but that it was one ſingle perſon, Jeho- 
voah, who was the ſole creator of all things. For 
this is an idea that runs through the whole bible, 
whilſt the doctrine is thus moſt expreſsly laid down 
on particular occaſions: * O Lord God of hoſts, 
God of Iſrael, that dwellefi between the cherubims ! 
Thou art God, even Thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth; Thou haſt made heaven and earth. I. 
XxXvit. 16. Thus ſaith the LORD, the holy one of 
[4 | Iſrael, and his Maker ; I have made the earth and 
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.ereated man upon it: I, even my hands, have flretched 
out the heavens.” Iſ. xlv. 11, 12, &c. 
.- Secondly ; St. Paul, in his ſermon at Athens, 
tells them (Acts xvii.) that Gad, who- made the 
world, and all things therein: He, that ſingle perſon, 
and no other, had appointed the man, Chriſt Jeſus, 
to be the judge of mankind under himſelf, at ſome 
future day.” It is impoſſible that any thing ſhould 
be more diſtinguiſhed and different from God, the 
maker of the world, than Chriſt is here marked to 
be. 1 8 . 
Euſebes. You have ſatisfied me, that St. Paul 
never believed, and therefore could never intend to 
ſay, (a) that Chriſt was the creator of the world: 
But as he here ſays, that by him all things were 
H 3 | created, 


{a) It may be thought that there is a text omitted by 
Euſebes, that overturns all this reaſoning, and ſhews, 
that, our apoſtle, whatever ſelf-contradiion there 
might be in it, actually aſſerted Jeſus Chriſt to be the 
creator of all things; It is in Epheffans iii. g. where 
he treats of the my/tery, which from the begining of the! 
evorld hath been hid in God <who. createa all things by 
Jeſus Chriſt, But it is to be obſerved; that the words 
by Feſus Chriſt,. are wanting in the beſt manuſcripts, . 
and ancient verſions of the N. T. neither are they. found 
in Tertullian, Jerom, Ambroſe, &c. and are rejected 
by Mill, Bengelius, and Weſtein; and therefore: 

ſhould not be put in our Bibles, as part of St. Paul's: 
Writings. 


60 The Catechift . 


created, &c. I deſire to know what it is that I am 
to underſtand by the words he here uſes? 
Artemon. Youare to obſerve, that St. Paul is writ- 
ing to a church or congregation of chriſtians, conſiſt- 
ing of jews in part, but principally of heathen idola- 


ters, in whom a mighty change had been wrought by 
their having been brought to the knowlege of the 


poſpel ; which our apoſtle expreſſes after his man- 
ner in ſtrong figurative language, viz. ver. 13. that 
| God had delivered them from the power of darkneſs, 
and had tranſlated them into the kingdom of kis dear 
Sen; i. e. brought them out of a ſtate of ignorance 
and depravity to the knowledge of the goſpel of 
Chriſt ; and that ver. 14. in him they had redemption 
(or deliverance) through his blood, even the forgive- 
nefs of Jins : i. e. they had an aſſurance of the divine 
pardon and acceptance for ever (for that is the full 
meaning of this goſpel-phraſe, the forgiveneſs of ſins,) 
by the blood of Chriſt, i. e. by his death, by which 
he confirmed the truth of the doctrine he taught, 
concerning the divine mercy and benignity. After 
this, ver. 15. he goes on to raiſe and exalt their 


ideas of Chrift ; calling him, the image of the inviſi- 
Je God, the fri- born of every creature : the image of 


the inviſible God, becauſe the wiſdom, power, and 
goodneſs of God were manifeſted by him, and ſeen 
in him: the firſt- born, the chief, of every creature, 
as the firſt- born is the chief or head of the family; 
every 8 i. e. of all mankind, j jews and gen- 
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tiles, now united together as one people, and be- 
come new creatures or a (a) new creation. After 
which, our apoſtle's imagination catching flame, as 
it were, at the idea of the chriſtian world being a 
new moral and ſpiritual creation, he goes on after 
his wonted fine rhetorical manner, to amplify and 
recommend the character of Chriſt, as the author 
of this new creation, as if every being in the uni- 
verſe took part in it, and was affected by it; for 
by bim, proceeds the apoſtle, were all things created, 
that are in heaven, and that are in earth, viſible and 
inviſible, whether they be thrones, &c. | 
Euſebes. Have you any precedent or example to 
produce from any other part of the ſcriptures, for 
ſpeaking of the new eſtabliſhment of things by 
Jeſus Chriſt, the reformation of mankind by his 
goſpel, in ſuch a magnificent ſtile, as if heaven and 
earth were changed and created anew by it ? 
Artemon. Ves: there is an example ſo much to 
the point, in the book of the prophet Iſaiah, that 
it is not unlikely but our apoſtle might borrow his 
language from him, For that lofty animated pro- 
phet, treating beforehand of the happy effects of 
the goſpel, introduces the Almighty Being declar- 
ing; Bebel, I create new: heavens, and @ new 
earth ; 


Ca) In another place, St. Paul ſtiles chriſtians new 
creatures; 1f any man be in Chrift, (i. e. a chriſtian) 
he it a new creature. Old things are paſt away ; behold 
ALL THINGS ARE BECOME AMW. 2 Cor. v. 17. 
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earth; and the former ones ſhall not be remembered, 
neither ſhall they be brought to mind any more. But 
ye ſhall rejoice and exult in the age to come, which J 
create (a).“ Iſ. Ixv. 17, 18. 

Euſebes. There is another paſſage, at the en- 
trance of the epiſtle to the Hebrews, in which St. 
Paul ſpeaks of the worlds being made by Chriſt, 1 
am thoroughly ſatisfied from the arguments you 
have alleged, that the apoſtle did not believe, and 
therefore did never intend to call Chriſt, the crea- 
tor of the world : but I ſhall be glad to know how. 
you explain his meaning in this place, where he 
ſays; God, who at ſundry times, and in divers man- 
ners, ſpabe in times paſt unto the fathers by the pro- 
phets, hath in.theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
whom be hath appointed heir of all. things, by whom 
alſo be made the worlds : who being the brightnsſs of 
his glory, and the expreſs image of his. perſon, and 
upholding all things by the word of his os Gai 's) 
_ jower,, &c,' Heb. i. 1, 2, 3. 

Artemon. I hope that. now, in no long time, all: 
chriſtians will come to ſee, as you do, that there is 
but one only true God, and creator of all things; 
and that Jeſus Chriſt, and all other beings depend 
upon him for all things, and are ſuch only to us as. 
he makes them to be. In this paſſage of St. Paul, 
* i, I, 2.) of which you are deſirous to have a 

Minden. ; 


Ca) See Bp. Lowth's moſt valuable N oy 8 
which J have all manh cited. 


* 
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ſolution, you are to know, that our engliſh tranſ- 
lation does not give the proper meaning of the 
apoſtle's words, which ſhould be rendered, for 
| whom he made the ages, and not, by whom he made 
the worlds. For % u, for whom, is equally agreeable 
to the original greek. And the word aura, cons, 


12 which we tranſlate worlds, properly ſignifies ages, 


or fixed periods of time, in which certain things 


> 


are done, In reference to which, the time, or 
times of the law, or of God's diſpenſation to the 
Ifraclites under Moſes, is peculiarly called the age, 
ne, con; or ages, ales, eons, by our Saviour and 
the writers (a) of the New Teſtament. Thus at 
taking his final leave of his diſciples, (Matt, xxviii. 
20.) Feſus ſaid; not, lo I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the WORLD, as in our common 
_ tranſlation ; but, 4% I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the AGE, Tv aw, of the con ; i. e. of the 
Jewiſh age; as Biſhop Pearce well renders and 
paraphraſes 


(a) See Locke on 1 Cor. ii. 7. Biſhop Pearce well 
' tranſlates Matt. xxiv. 3. not, the end of the wORLD, 
but the end of the AGE, i. e. of the age, during 
„ which the jewiſh church and ſtate was to laſt,” 
And Joh. ix. 32. not fince the world began; but « 
T2 ewe, from the con, from the age; i. e. from the 
begining of the time that the law of Moſes has ſub- 
ſiſted, there are no records of any one thus miracu- 
louſly opening the eyes of any one that was born blind. 
See alſo that valuable commentator, on Acts iii. 21. 
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paraphraſes it. And St. Paul, 1 Cor. x, 11. 
ſpeaking of the Almighty's former viſitations of 
the Iſraelites for their wickedneſs, ſays; Now all 
theſe things happened unto them for examples, and were 
written for our admonition : not, upon whom the ends of 
the WORLD are come, as we now tranſlate it; for 
St. Paul had no ſuch thing in his thoughts; but, 
upon whom the ends of the AGES are come, ron a, of 
the eons ; the ends of the times of the law; i. e. 
who live under the goſpel diſpenſation, Hence we 
may conclude, that it was at that time well under- 
ſtood, and a familiar way of ſpeaking with the jews, . 
to call the time of the Moſaic diſpenſation, the age, 
or ages; and moſt probably was borrowed, as Mr. 
Locke obſerves, © from the circumſtance of their. 
counting by ages, jubilees, periods of fifty years. 
In agreement with this ſtile of ſpeech, and much 
in confirmation of the conſtruction here put upon 
the apoſtle's words, Almighty God, by the prophet. 
Iſaiab, calls the future times of the Meſſiah, (as 
juſt now cited by me) the age to come, which J 
create, Iſa. Ixv. 18. And in like manner, by the 
ſame prophet, Chriſt is foretold to be (ix. 6.) the 
Father of (a) the age to come, i, e. the perſon who 

3 5 Was 


(a) Surely it is high time to correct that known 
falſe reading, and moſt glaring ſelf- contradiction in 
our engliſh bibles, in this famous prophecy of Iſaiah 
ix, 6. In which, Chriſt, who is ſpoken of expreſsly 

5 y in 
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Was to begin that future age; or, in our apoſtle's 


words, he, for whom God made or created the 
ages; with reſpect to whom he diſpoſed or conſti- 
tuted his ſeveral extraordinary diſpenſations to man- 
kind, and their different periods. | 

; Euſebes. 


in the very place, as a child to be born at ſome future 
time, is nevertheleſs ſtiled he everlaſting Father, in- 
ſtead of the Father of the age to come. It is not ſuffi- 
cient that learned men know this perverſion of the 
ſacred text. It ſhould be made plain and evident to 
all; as we find ignorant chriſtians of all ranks, the 
higheſt as well as the loweſt, continually miſled by it 
to dark and debaſing notions of the eternal unchangeable 
God. Is it to be wondered that many reje& a revela- 
tion which is ſuppoſed to authorize ſuch deſcriptions 
of the Deity as the following? 
« This Infant is the mighty God, 
Came to be ſuckPd and ador' d; 
% Th Eternal Father, Prince of Peace, 
« The Son of David, and his Lord,” 
Watts, Hymn Kili. Book 1. 

How much is it to be regretted, that this worthy 
author did not reviſe and purge his hymns before his 
death; if he did intend it, as ſome ſay he did 

N. B. From the third appendix to the life of Dr. 

Watts by Dr. Johnſon, with notes by Samuel Palmer, 

1791. it appears, that Dr. Watts was ſenſible that 
his hymns needed amendment in ſome important 


points; but was withheld by weak and opwarthy 


fears from undertaking the werk. 
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Euſebes. But does not our apoſtle, ſoon after, in 
this epiſtle to the hebrews, cite a paſſage from the 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, in which Chriſt 
is expreſsly ſtiled God; where we read thus, unte 
the Son be ſaith; thy throne, O God, is for ever and 


ever. Heb.i. 8. 


Artemon. It is well known, Euſebes, to the 
learned, that this paſſage, which is taken from 
Pſalm xlv. 6. may with equal propriety, be tranſ- 
lated; God is thy throne for ever and ever. And the 
Ixx. greek tranſlation rather favours this conſtruction. 
To which I would add, that as the perſon here 
ſpoken of, is, in the next verſe, declared to be ho- 
noured and exalted for his eminent virtue and love 
of righteouſneſs by God, his God, to whom he 
owed every thing, it is more natural and fitting to 
underſtand'the words in this ſenſe, which they will 


juſtly and properly bear ; and not to conſider them 


as addreſſed to Chriſt as a God; becauſe it is not 
the ſtile of the ſcriptures ſo to addreſs any being but 


the only true God, 


INQUIRY XI. 


Of the defirine of the apoſtles, James, and Peter, 
concerning God and Chriſt. 


Euſebes. Is there any thing in the other writings 
of the apoſtles, that can induce us to imagine that 


they ſuppoſed their great maſter, Jeſus, to be the 
| moſt 
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moſt high God; or that there was any other God, 
but the Father only? 

Artemon. In the epiſtles of James, and Peter, 
there is certainly nothing of the kind to be found (a) 


For 


Ca) I was much ſurpriſed to obſerve biſhop Hurd, 
in his newly publiſhed diſcourſes, citing the apoſtle. 
Peter for holding forth the doQrine of Three Divine 
Perſons, who are ineffably one God, and commending 
him for accurately diſtinguiſhing the reſpectiue offices of 
theſe Three Divine Perſons : becauſe the authority of 
men of his character and rank in the church of which 
he is a member, is apt to weigh much more than it 
ought to do with many, who will not judge for 
themſelves, It does not, however, look well in per- 
ſons who are advancing things frange to natural reaſon, 
as his lordſhip terms this doctrine, „to endeavour to 
depreciate that natural light, which comes from God, 
as much as any ſupernatural one. But it is more 
blameable when holy ſcripture is wrongly and care- 
leſsly quoted for ſuch a purpoſe, as is done by the 
biſhop on this occaſion. For he ſhould have known, 
that when St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. ii. 14. the natural 
man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, our 
engliſh verſion is wrong; and it ought to have been 
rendered the /enſual man, as the ſame word, xn; 
is tranſlated, James iii. 17. And alſo when our: 
Saviour tells his apoſtles, John xiv. 17, that the wvorld 
cannot receive the ſpirit of truth, &c. it was ealy to 
ſee that he means only the corrupt maſs of mankind. 
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For in James i. 27. iii. 9. it is plainly and expreſsly 
. intimated that there is no God but the Father : 
| Pure religion and undefiled before God, even the Father, 
is this, &c. And Therewith bleſs we God, even the 
Father, Ard it is aſſerted, ii. 19. that there is only 
one God: But if Jeſus Chriſt were God, there 
would be two Gods. And 1 Peter i. 3. God is 
'- called the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and 


— — —— 


In both caſes are to be underſtood, not as the biſhop 
ſuppoſes, thoſe who make uſe of their natural reaſon, 
| but thoſe who neglected to uſe it. On this aſſurance 
A - 5 „then,“ ſays his lordſhip, (but in which he is wholly 
| | unſupported by the authority on which it is built,) 
we may reaſonably believe what by reaſon we can- 
not underſtand. And the ſubſtance of what we 
are to believe on this whole ſubje&, is contained in 
I.” ſingle text of St. Peter, where the Three Divine 
« Perſons, yet ineffably one Ged, the Trinity in Unity, 
j % qhom we adore, and their reſpectiue offices, are ac- 
' *« curately diflinguiſped. For in the opening of his 
0 1 firſt epiſtle, he pronounces the chriſtians, to whom 
| % he writes, elec, that is, entitled to ſalvation, ac- 
«* cording to the foreknowlege and predetermination of 
\ * God the Father, through the ſan@ificatiin of the 
© ſpirit unto obedience, and ſprinkling of the blood of 
8 « Teſus Chriſt.” Biſhop Hurd's ſermons, vol. ii. 
4 311, 312, 313. It would be difficult for any one to 
ſind out three perſons, who are one God, in theſe words 
of the apoſtle, 1 Pet. i. 2. unleſs he came prepared | 
Ii and 
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and ver. 21. Chriſt is expreſsly contradiſtinguiſhed 
from God, by the attributes of a dependant mortal 
creature being given to him, in that he died, and 

12 had 


and reſolved to put ſuch a conſtruction upon them. 
For there is no other perſon mentioned as God, but 
the Father: and whether by the ſan&ification of the 
ſpirit in conſequence of the election of thoſe chriſtians 
to whom he writes, be underſtood their being happily 
diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated from the reſt of the world, 
by embracing the doctrine which was confirmed by the 
extraordinary gifts of the ſpirit of God; or, the 
ſalutary eſſects wrought in their hearts and lives by 
the goſpel, which was dictated by the ſame fpirit ; 
either way, we have no new divine perſon named, 
"that can be called God; nothing but the power of 
God. And if the /prinkliug of the blood of Feſus Chriſt 
be ſpbken in allufion to Exod. xxiv. 7, 8, and ap- 
plied to the bleſſings of the chriſtian covenant, the 
pardon of fin unto eternal life by the goſpel, which 
Jeſus Chriſt ſealed by the ſhedding of his blood, or 
confirmed by dying in atteſtation of it: be it in this, 
or in any other ſenſe that the words are to be underſtood, 
ſtill we have no other Divine Perſon that can either be 
called God, or a perſon or part of the one God. 
We may not ſcruple farther to pronounce, that the 
apoſtle Peter is much injured by this miſrepreſentation 
of his ſentiments concerning God and Chriſt. For 
upon one occaſion we find this fervent apoſtle receiy- 
ing high commendations from his Divine maſter, 


Jeſus, 


* 
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had his life reſtored to him after death. But God 
cannot die, or be reſtored to life. ' The expreſſions 
are very ſtrong, and intended to mark that every 
thing, even under the chriſtian diſpenſation, comes 
from God, and is to be acknowleged as ſuch : ** By 
Chrift, ſays he, ye do believe, or are brought to be- 
lieve, in God, who raiſed him from the dead, and gave 
bim glory; that your faith and hape might be in God. 
To make an end of citations : the genuine ſenti- 
ments of this apoſtle, that there is but one God, 
who is to be honoured and acknowleged by chriſ- 
tizns, and that Jeſus Chriſt is not God, but his 
miniſter and meſſenger to, mankind ; fully appear 
by that doxology at the concluſion of this epiſtle, 
viz. The Gad F all favour, who hath called us unto 


bis eternal glory by Ghrift Jeſus, after ye have ſuffered 


awhile 


Jeſus, for his honeſt confeſſion, in owning him to be 
the Chrift, the Son of the living God; (Matt. xvi. 
13---17) when almoſt all others diſowned him in that 
character. But will the biſhop ſay, that Chriſt can 
be Son of the living God, and the living God 


himſelf, at one and the ſame time; And if he be the 
Son of the living God, that is, received his being 
from him, how can he be equal to the living God the 


Father, from whom he received his being? See alſo 
Peter's declaration of his ſentiments concerning God 
and Chriſt, very different from thoſe his , lordſhip 
would fix upon him, in Acts ii. 22, to 37; Mil. 13. 
223 iv. 24, 27. 
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awhile, make you perfect, flrengthen, ſtlabliſh you. 


To him be glory and dominion for ever and e ever. Amen. 
1 Pet. v. 10, 11. | 


INQUIRY. XII. 


QY the doctrine of the apofile John, in his epiſtles, 


concerning God and Chriſt ? 


Euſebes, I BEG to know, Artemon, what I am 
to make of that ſingular text, 1 John iii, 16. Hereby 


| perceive we the love of God, becauſe he laid down 


his life for us: Does it not, as it now ſtands, 
countenance the ſtrange opinion of God dying for 
us ? 

Artemon. You might call it not only a ſtrange, 
but a ſhocking opinion. The ſcriptures however 


are quite clear of the imputation of favouring any 


thing of this kind. And in the text you have 
quoted, the words [of God,] are not found in any 
ancient copies of the New Teſtament, except one 


of no credit. They alſo are diſcarded by three of | 
the moſt learned inquirers into theſe ſubjects, Mill, 


Weſtein, and Bengelius. I find them not in the 
French tranſlations of Martin, or of L'Enfant and 
Beauſobre. And they ought not to be ſuffered any 
longer to have a place in our engliſh bibles; becauſe 
they were not the words of the apoſtle ; and becauſe 
whilſt they remain a part of the ſcripture, they do 
great miſchicf, by inſtilling unbecoming ſentiments 
of gy God ints the minds of chriſtians; 
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and falſe opinions concerning Jeſus 0 as is 
he were really God. en 

Euſebes. You muſt now give me leave to aſk pour 
opinion concerning that famous. text in this firſt 
epiſtle of John, which ſpeaks of three Divine Per- 
ſons being one, in ſuch plain terms ; where the 
apoſtle ſays, For there are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, the Ward, and the Holy Spirit; 


| and theſe three are One. And there are three that 


bear witneſs in earth, the ſpirit, and the water, and 
the blood; and theſe three agree in one. 1 John v- 


7, 8. Are not we here taught that the Son and 


holy Spirit are one God with the Father ? 

Artemon, If the part of this verſe, that ſeems to 
countenance ſuch a notion, were genuine, it would 
not prove that the Three here mentioned are one 
God, For it is not ſaid theſe three are [us, unus] ve 


intelligent being, one Perſon ; but ©, one thing; i. e. 


one and the ſame teſimony. But the truth is, the 
paſſage is not of the writing of St. John, but crept 


into ſome latin manuſcripts of the Ney Teſtament 


in later times, and has been thence falſely aſcribed 


to him by the over-great zeal of ſome perſons, who 


were glad to have him a patron of their favourite 


doctrine of the Trinity. For the words (in heaven; 


the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; and theſe 


three are One. And there are three that bear witneſs 


en earth) have never been proved: to be found in 
the text of Wy greek manuſcript, before the inven- 
ni 
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tion of printing : nor in the text of any ancient 
verſion ; nor were cited by any of the numerous 
writers in the whole Arian controverſy in the fourth 
century ; and were wanting in all the latin copies 
both before and long after Cyprian's time, They 
ought therefore to be eraſed out of our bibles, In 
the firſt engliſþ bibles after the reformation, in the 
time of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. theſe ſuſ- 
pected words were honeſtly printed differently from 
the reſt, to ſignify that they were wanting in the 
original; which diſtinftion was afterwards neg- 
lected, but ought to have been (a) kept up, to 
prevent the nation being impoſed upon, and 


miſled in a point of ſuch great moment. And the 


ſenſe of the apoſtle is very complete (h) without 
this 


Ca) It ought to be mentioned to the credit of the 


author of 4 New Tranſlation of the New 7. eftament, _ 


extracted from the paraphraſe of Dr. Deddridge, 176; ; 
that he has marked theſe words as not being thoſe of 
the apoſtle ; and has alſo left out the words of God, in 


1 John iii. 16. They are alſo both left out in an edition 4 
of the New Teſtament in greek and engliſh, printed 
for Roberts, 1729 ; and perhaps in others that I have ' 


not ſeen. 
(4) This explanation is Dr. Clar#'s; See Scripture 


Doctrine, p. 231. But ſome may be pleaſed with Dr. 


Lardzer's explanation of this obſcure paſſage, 1 Joh 


v. 5, 10, as more agreeing with the apoſtle's ſtile and 
| manner. 
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this addition, as we find his words given us in all 
the greek manuſcripts and antient tranſlations of 
the New Teſtament, ver. 5. Who is he that over- 
cometh the world, but he that believeth that Feſus is 
' the Son of Grd? ver. 6. This is he that came 
(i. e. was declared and manifeſted to be the Son of 
God) by water and blood (i. e. by water, at his bap- 
tiſm, when there came a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
This is my beloved Son: and by blood, i. e. by his 
death and reſurreCtion :)——And it is the ſpirit 
(i. e. the gifts of the holy ſpirit, and the power of 
miracles 


manner. To me, it foams, (ſays he) that the 
water, an emblem of purity, (Ezek. xxxvi. 25.) de- 
notes the innocence of our Lord's life, which was 
without ſpot, exemplary; and the reaſonableneſs, 
enxcellence, and perfection of his doctrine, which after | 
tte ſtricteſt examination, and niceſt ſcrutiny, cannot be 
charged with any error or falſehood. The blood denotes | 
| our. Lord's willing and patient, though painful and | | 
ignominious death; the utmoſt teſtimony that cau . 
be given of integrity, The /irit intends our Lord's 
many miraculous works, wrought by the ſpirit, the 
finger, the power of God, or God himſelf, This 
\ teſtimony is truth, that is exceeding true, fo, that it 
may be relied upon. For it is unqueſtionable, and 
cannot be gainſaid, See John v. 32, 37, x. 25. Adds 
n. 2. Here are three witneſſes, And they agree in 
' one. They are harmonious, all ſaying the ſame thing, 
and concurring in the ſame teſflimony.” Lardner's 
Letter on the Logos, &c. p. 164, 162. 
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- miracles granted to the apoſtles) that beareth witneſs; 


becauſe the ſpirit is truth, (ver. 7.) For there are 
three that bear record; the ſpirit, the water, and 
the blood ; and thoſe three agree in one : or, as ſome 
ancient writers read the text; theſe three are one, 
viz, one tettimony, that Jeſus is the Son of God. 


| Euſebes, Is there not one other paſlage in this 


epiſtle, from which ſome have argued that Chriſt 
is to be conſidered as the true God? 


Artemon. The 20th verſe of the fifth a 


has by later chriſtians had this meaning put upon 
it, which was never thought of in the firſt ages of 
the goſpel. Nor would any fince have given inta 
ſuch an interpretation, had they conſidered the 
words and their connection, without prejudice, 
For it is of God, (a) the Father only, that the 
apoſtle ſpeaks, when he ſays; (1 John v. 20.) 
Me know that the Son of God is come, and hath given 
us an under/landing that we may know him that is 
True, or rather, may know the True God, Tu ane 
O01. (So the moſt and beſt manuſcripts have it, in 
like manner as John xvii. 3. The apoſtle pro- 
ceeds). And we are in him that is True by his Son, 
Jeſus Chrift ; that is, in the True God; for fo 
the conſtruction manifeſtly requires it to be under- 
ſtood of the ſame perſon as before. He then con- 
cludes; This is the True Ged, and eternal life. 
fiat "Os pe yourſelves From idols, The 


meaning 


Fs See Dr. Clayke's Scripture Doctrine, &c. p. 54, 
55˙ 
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meaning is; this is the true God, and the way 
that leads to him ; the true religion, and way to 
eternal life, viz. the worſhip of the true God ac- 
cording to the directions, or as the diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Beware of idol-worthip. 

Eufebes. In the laſt book of the New Teſtament, 
I find Almighty God introduced, and ſpeaking 
concerning himſelf; (Revel. i. 8.) I am Alpha and 
Omega, the begining and the ending. A little after 
however, (ver. 11.) Jeſus Chriſt is brought in, 
and ſays; I am Alpha and Omega, the firſt and the 


laſt; and again, ver. 17, 18. I am the firſt and the 


laſt; I am he that liveth and was dead: Are not here 
the ſame titles given to Jeſus Chriſt as to Almighty 
God? Muſt not he therefore be ſome oy” of 
other, the Almighty God ? 

Artemon. What great neceſſity is la Zuſebes, 
for a new tranſlation of the Bible? That part of 
the eleventh verſe, [/ am Alpha and Omega, the 


 "firft and the lat; and] is known, and acknow- 


leged by all learned men, not to be the writing of 


the apoſtle, being not found in the moſt and the 
| beſt manuſcripts, or in the antient verſions of the 


New Teſtament; and is therefore juſtly left out of 


_ ſeveral editions of the greek Teſtament, The 
words then ought not to be retained in our engliſh 


bibles. As to ver. 17, 18. J am the firſt and the 
laſt, and I am he that liveth and was dead, It is 
plain theſe words cannot be ſpoken of God, but 
cf a creature, who was made ſubject to death and 

mortality 
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mortality. If men made any uſe of their under- 
ſtanding, they muſt ſee that ſuch things can never 
be aſcribed to the living and true God. | 
Euſebes. There remains only one paſſage more, 
At temon, relating to our Saviour Chriſt, concern- 
ing which I am deſirous to have your ſentiments; 
It is in Revelation ii. 23, where Chriſt is uſhered if 
ſpeaking concerning himſelf; © All the churchts 
hall know that I am be that ſearcheth the heart, and 
the reins. Does not this ſeem to imply that the 
perſon who ſpeaks is the omniſcient being, is God : 


for it is the peculiar attribute of God to know tho 


heart? 

Artemon. A little attention will convince you, 
Euſebes, that nothing of this ſort will be found to 
be deducible from our Saviour's language in this 
place. For you muſt conſider it in connection with 
other parts of his character, and the account which 
the writer of this book gives of him. Now St. 
John thus prefaces his work: ** The Revelation of 


Jeſus Chrift, which God gave unto him, to ſhew unto 


his ſervants things which muſt ſhortly come to paſs.” 


From which it is evident, that the book contains 


a revelation, or diſcovery of ſuch things 2s Jeſus 


did not know of himfelf, but had them communi- 


cated to him from Almighty God. And conſe- 
quently, this ſearching of the heart and reins, which 


he attributes to himſelf, muſt be ſuch a degree f 


knowlege of what related to thoſe apoſtolic churches, 
as 
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as was imparted to him in that firſt age of our re- 
ligion, when it was thought proper that an extraor- 
dinary Divine Power ſhould be exerted in the di- 
rection and government of the infant chriſtian 
church; and in this latitude, and no farther, it is 
to be underſtood, With the ſame reſtriction we 
are to take the apoſtle Peter's reply to his divine 
maſter; (John xxi. 17.) Lord, thou knoweft ALL 


things; thou knoweſt that I love thee, He only 


meant, that by the great power he had received 
from God, the Lord Jeſus was acquainted with the 
ſecret thoughts and diſpoſitions of thoſe he con- 


verſed with, and eſpecially of himſelf and his ſel- 


low apoſtles. This interpretation is illuſtrated and 
confirmed by thoſe words .of the apoſtle John, to 
the perſons to whom he ſent his firſt epiſtle ; ye 
have an un#tion from the Holy one, and ye know ALL 
things. 1 John ii. 20, None will imagine him to 
intend todeſcribe theſe chriſtans as gods, omniſcient. 


What he therein tells them is, that they had the 


full knowlege of the chriſtian doctrine divinely 


\« communicated to them; eſpecially in what related 
to the perſons he had immediately before been ſpeak- 


ing of; whoſe, grievous errors concerning Chriſt, 
he ſpecifies immediately after; ver, 21. 22. 


INQUIRY 


| 
| 
. 


5 
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INQUIRY XII. 


Of the ſentiment and doftrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
concerning the Spirit, or Holy Spirit. 


Euſebes. You have convinced me that our Sa- 
viour Chriſt never intimated, in the leaſt degree, 
that he was the moſt high God; and that neither 
his apoſtles, nor the evangeliſts ever taught any 
thing of the kind ; but, the contrary. I muſt now 
beg leave to trouble you with my inquiries, what 
it is that the ſcriptures really teach concerning the 
Spirit, 'or holy Spirit. For many. chriſtians look 
upon this to be God, the moſt high God, equal to 
the Father; and accordingly pray to him and wor- 
ſhip him. Do our Saviour and his apoſtles teach 
that there is any ſuch perſon who is God, and to 
be worſhiped by us ? 

Artemon. Our Saviour and his as. appear ut- 
terly unacquainted with any God, or Divine Per- 
ſon, called the Spirit, or holy Spirit, diſtin from 


the heavenly Father of all, whom they ſtile the only 


true God. 


Euſ. bes, Upon what EIS” you ſay this? 
Artemon. Upon this ſure ground, that we neyer 
find that either Chriſt or his apoſtles either prayed 
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| themſelves, or directed others to pray and give 


thanks, or pay any religious acknowlegements to 
any ſuch Divine Perſon, called the Spirit, the holy 
Spirit, as they do to God, the Father, conti- 
nually; and which aſſuredly they would not have 
neglected here, had there been any ſuch perſon who 
was God, equal to the Father. And moreover, 
although they make mention of the gifts of the 
Spirit, theſe gifts are never deſcribed as aſked of, 
or given by the Spirit; which unqueſtionably 
would have been at leaſt ſometimes done, had 
there been any ſuch perſon, (a) who was God, and 
equally with the Father, to be te and 
worſhiped, ' | 

. Eufebes. But does not Chriſt ſpeak of blaſphemy 
againft the boly Spirit, as a ſin never to be for- 
given? And does not this argue, that he muſt 
be God, againſt whom this ſin is ſaid to be com- 


mitted ? | 
Artemon. 


() Some things in the preſcribed form of Ordi- 
1 nation of prieſts and deacons, in the church of Eng- 
land, he did not approve, and e uſe; par- 


4 ticularly the hymn ; 
© Come holy Ghoſt, eternal 6.4 | 
«« Proceeding from above, & 2 . | 
Memoirs of the life of Dr. Sam. Clarke, 
by Mr. W p. 493 · ; 


N 
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Artemon. The paſſage you allude to is in Matthew 
xii, 31, 32. and runs thus, Wherefore I ſay unto 


you, all manner of fin and blaſphemy ſhall be forgiven 
unto men : but the blaſphemy of the Spirit ſhall not be 


fergiven unto men; and whoſoever ſpeaketh a word | 


againſt the Son of man, it ſhall be forgiven : but who- 


ſoever ſpeaketh againſt the holy ſpirit, it ſhall not le 


forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the 
world to come.” You here perceive that there is rio 


ſuch language uſed as that of fin againft the holy 
Spirit; but only blaſphemy of the Spirit, or ſpeaking 


againſt the holy Spirit. And it is evident, that 


our Saviour, by the Spirit, or holy Spirit, here 


mentioned by him, meant only that divine power, 
by which he was enabled tv work the miracle 
which was here cavilled at, For by comparing the' 


parallel accounts of the ſame tranſaction by St. 
Matthew and St, Luke; [Matth. xii. 28. But if 


1 caft out demons by the Spirit of God, then the bing- 
dom of God, is come unto_you: Luke xi. 20. But if I 
with the finger of God caſt out demons, no doubt the 


kingdom of God is come upon you ] you find that what 


the former calls the Spirit of God, the other calls the 
finger of God, From which it is obvious, that it is 
not any Divine Perſon that is here called the Spirit 
of God, but that it is only the finger or power of 
God, which is' ſo termed ; that power, by which 
Chriſt was enabled to do his miraculous works. 

K 2 And 


1 1 
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And the great ſin of theſe Jews, called the blaſphemy 
of the Spirit, or ſpeaking againſt the holy Spirit, lay in 


; this; that though they could not deny the miraculous 


cure wrought by Jeſus upon the demoniac, they in- 
ſifted on it being done by a communication with Bel- 


_ zebub, the prince of demons, and not by any power 
from God: which ſhewed their obſtinate and in- 


corrigible wickedneſs, and that they were incapa- 


dle of forgiveneſs, becauſe incapable of repentance, 


whilſt ſuch diſpoſitions remained in them. 
Euſebes. Is the Spirit, or holy Spirit, in other 

places of fcripture, to be underſtood of an extraor- 

dinary power, and gift, or gifts from God ; and 


not as being a Divine Perſon, or intelligent agent? 


Artemon. Ves: it is very generally fo to be un- 
derſtood ; eſpecially in the writings of the New 
Teſtament, Thus our Saviour encourages his 
apoſtles, Matth. x. 19, 20. - When they deliver you 
up (to be judged for the goſpel ſake) be not anxious 


how or what ye ſhall ſpeak ; for it ſhall be given you 
in the ſame hour what ye ſhall ſpeak. Fur it is not ye that 


Heat, but the ſpirit e your Father which ſpeaketh in 
Jon. St. Mark and Luke, in the parallel places, 
| it | the holy Spirit. All of them doubtleſs 


reby intended the Divine influence. Thus alſo 
. ſaid of Chriſt himſelf, John iii. 34. Hie whom 


ed bath ſent ſpeaketh the words of Gd: for God 
giveth nat the ſpirit by meaſure unto him. 


1 


Sometimes 
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Sometimes it ſignifies thoſe particular extraordi- 
nary gifts which were predicted and promiſed by 
Chriſt, and beſtowed upon the apoſtles and firſt 
chriſtians, after his reſurrection. Thus aſter our 
Saviour had ſpoken in highly figurative terms, bor- 
rowed from their ancient prophets, of ſome great 
blefings which his followers were to derive from 
him: the ſacred hiſtorian remarks upon it; (John 
vii. 29.) But this ſpake he of the Spirit, which they 
that believe on him ſhould receive : for the holy Spirit 
was not yet given,” becauſe that Feſus was not yet glori- 
fied. Here it is obvious, that the' Spirit, or holy 
Spirit, ſtands for thoſe extraordinary divine gifts or 
powers, that were afterwards beſtowed on hs fol. 
lowers of Chriſt, 

Euſebes. But do not the terms in which our Sa- 
viour mentions the extraordinary aids which would 
be given to his followers, plainly beſpeak the holy 
Spirit to be a real perſon, though inferior to Chriſt, 
as one ſent by him, and in ſome meaſure put undet 
his direction? As for inſtance, where he ſays, 
lohn xiv. 16, 17, J will pray the Father, and be 
will give you another comforter, that he may abide with 

you for ever : even the ſpirit of truth, whom the world. 
cannot receive, becauſe it ſzeth him not, neither knoweth 

bim. And xvi. 7, &c. 1t is expedient for you, that 
Igo away. For if I go not away the Comforter will. 

not come unto you. But if I depart, I will ſend him 

unto: you. 1 have ylt many things to ſay unto you but 

K. 3. ve. 


— 


- 
" * 
7 * 
is —— 2 F 
PS. At FIGS: „ ® 
F 8 6 N — 8 wo 2 * "Ow — 
4 8 1 0 * . 4 2 4 4 a - 
= * ** 2 A F' 2 gre 6 3 * . 
. JE . — 5% «* 6 3 AN - 4 of 5 4 Y -- 2 af _ = 5 _ * * 
A * Ss * N 5 * 4 No ES * ? 2 2 As Y 
* 4 2 " 3 : A. "= EY LISTS * Ty * 8 SY = 2 
- * hd - * - ” F on. i — 
* * 7 


" "x 
af L * 4 
. * : 
. 1 
3 * * N 
< 2 
A 
En nta * 


* us, 

— —— — 2 
1 oy N % 

2 ** ws 
4. uh xd 


84 4 The Catechi/t. 
ye cannot hear them now. Hotobeit, when he, the ſpi - 
rit of truth is come, he twill guide you into all truth. 
For he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf; but whatſoever he 
Hall hear, that ſhall he ſpeat; and he will ſhew you- 
things to come. He ſhall glorify me : for he hall re- 
ceive of mine, and foall eie it unto you. 
Artemon. Every one muſt interpret and judge * 
himſelf in theſe matters. And ſo long as he looks 
upon the Spirit to be an inferior agent, employed 
by God, and not the moſt high God; there can be 
nothing contradictory to the other parts of ſcripture, 
to ſuppoſe it to be a perſon really exiſting. But the 
contrary ſentiment is more agreeable to the general 
tenor of the ſcriptures, and the ſtile in which they 
are written, to conſider the ſpirit of truth here as 
perſonified, repreſented as a perſon, by a very uſual 
Kgure of ſpeech, in the ſacred, and in other writers, 
Thus, as I have had occaſion to mention to you 
before in the courſe of our converſation, in the 
eighth. chapter of Proverbs, to inculcate the belief of 
an all-wiſe providence, by which the world was 
uſt made, and all things are governed; 7 1ſdom 
js introduced as a Divine Perſon, and deſcribed, as 
gwelling and converſing with God from all. eter- 
nity, and particularly engaged and concerned in 
the creation. of this. world of ours, and in the affairs 
of mankind. St. Paul alſo, 1 Con. xiii. holds forth 
or benevolence, with the attributes of a 
perſon. really exiſting and acting. And in the ſame 
5 f | way 
be | | 
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way our Saviour, in the words which you have juſt 
now quoted, very naturally tells his ſorrowful and 
dejected diſciples, that the extraordinary aſſiſtance 
that would be given them after his departure from 
them, would be as it were, another Comforter or 
Advocate to them in his ſtead, who would plead 


their cauſe and be always with them; by whom they 


would be the more fully confirmed in the belief of 


| thoſe things which they had heard from him, and 


would have many of their prejudices removed, which 
threw a miſt before their eyes, whilſt he was in 
perſon with them; and the ſucceſs of his goſpel be 
effectually promoted; which he calls his being glo- 
rified by the ſpirit. There is a beauty and energy 
in this animated ſtile of deſcription far beyond that 
of a plainer narrative: nor would it be eaſy to miſ- 
take it, if men did not come to the reading of the 
ſcriptures with a wrong bias on their minds, to 


which they bend every thing they meet with. 


This interpretation is confirmed, as has been often 
obſerved, by the evangeliſt St. Luke, in his book 
of The Afas; in which he records the fulfilment of 
this promiſe of our Saviour's, of ſending the Com- 
forter, the holy Spirit, to his diſciples. For there 


we find no new powerful intelligent agent, or real 
divine perſon, introduced; but only a plentiful: 


effuſion. of miraculous gifts beſtowed upon. the 
apoſtles. And there is additional ſtrength. given to- 
this interpretation, from the holy. ſpirit being the: 

| common 


| 
| 
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another God, called the holy Spirit, or holy Ghoſt, 
atone! . here 
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common phraſe by which chriſtians ſpoke of theſe 
extraordinary divine powers, which were in the firſt 
age conferred upon them in great abundance, Thus 
the apoſtle Peter, vindicating the calling of the 
gentiles to the knowlege of the goſpel, without 
being made ſubject to the law of Moſes ; ſays, Acts 
xv. 8. God, who knoweth the heart, bare them wit- 
neſs, giving them the holy Spirit, even as he did unte 
us. And Acts xix. 2. Paul ſaid unto them; have ye 
received the holy Spirit fince ye believed? And they ſaid 
unto him ; we have not ſo much as heard whether there- 
be any holy Spirit. In all theſe inſtances none can 


doubt but that by the holy Spirit is meant thoſe 
miraculous gifts then beſtowed on believers of the 


goſpel. But fee The Aces throughout. 
Euſebes. But how, I pray, am I to interpret that 


0 a language of St. Peter, where he ſeems expreſsly to. 
ſtile the holy Spirit, God ? It is in As v. 3. where 
the apoſtle is mentioned, as ſaying to the man, Who 
pretended he had given in his whole ſubſtance to 
the common ſtock, whilſt he kept back part of it; 
« Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to 
the holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the- 
” land ?—thou haſt not. lied unto men, but unto God.” 

| Frtemon. Nothing but. the force of ſtrong earlyipre- 


judice in favour of the doctrine learnt in your child- 


| hood, could ever make you or any ſenſible perſon 


entertain the moſt diſtant thought that there was 
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here ſpoken of, diſtinct and different from the one 
living and true God, the Father ; whom the uni- 
form language of the holy ſcriptures throughout 
proclaimeth to be the only true God, and no other 
perſon whatever to be in any way equal or like 
unto him. There is no difficulty in comprehend- 
ing that Ananias might be ſaid by lying to the holy 
Spirit to lie to God himſelf; ſince by endeavouring 
to paſs a fraud upon the apoſtles, who acted by a 
divine extraordinary power, amounted to the ſame 


as endeavouring to impoſe upon God himſelf, from 


.- whom they received that power, and whoſe mini- 
ſters they were. So Luke x. 16. our Lord ſays to 


his apoſtles; ©* He that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; 


and he that deſpiſetb me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me. 

Now although he that deſpiſed the apoſtles, de- 
ſpiſed not only Chriſt, but God himſelf ; it did not 
hence follow, that Chriſt: was God, or that his 
apoſtles were Gods. | 

Euſebes. May I aſk you, Artemon, in what way. 
you interpret that pious concluſion. of one of St. 


Paul's epiſtles; (2 Cor. xiii. 14.) The grace (or 


favour) of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the love of 
God, and the communion ef the holy Spirit, be with 
you all? Is not the holy Spirit put there upon the 
ſame rank with God himſelf ; and ſaid to commu- 
nicate bleſſings to chriſtians ? 

Artemon. You well know, Euſebes, that it is. * 
no means to be inferred from things er perions 


* being | 


. 
* 
8 —— oc pho — 


being coupled in this manner together, that they 
are thereſore all of the ſame kind or rank: for if ſo, 
you might conclude that the angels were Gods, 
from that paſſage in x Tim. v. 21. I charge thee be- 


Pore Gol, and the Lord Jeſus Cbriſ, and the ele? 


angels; and ſo on. The apoſtle here, by ſaying, 
the communion of the holy ſpirit be with you, intends 
only to expreſs a devout wiſh, that they to whom 


he writes might be partakers of the extraordinary 


gifts, and of all the bleſſings of the goſpel. N 
" Euſebes, I am often at a loſs how to underftand* - 

that exhortation of the apoſtle, Eph. iv. 30. Grieve 

not the holy ſpirit of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto 

the day of redemption, Does it not imply that the 

holy Spirit is a'diſtin divine perſon, who takes an 

intereſted-part in the affairs of man's ſalvation ? 
"Artemen. You will find it very eaſy and intel- 

ligible, without recurring to ſuch ſtrange and 


groundleſs ſuppoſitions, by taking this along with- | | 


you in your interpretation of it; viz, that the Spirit, 


or holy Spirit of God, is ſometimes put for God 


himſelf ; as the ſpirit of a man ſigniſies the man 


| himſelf. This is taught by St. Paul, 1 Cor. ii. 11. 


when he obſerves ; what man knoweth the things of 
a man, ſave the ſpirit of a man which is him? even 
fo the things of God knoweth no man but the Spirit of 
God, This exhortation then, of not grieving the 
holy Spirit of God, is to be underſtood, of not 


grieving the Almighty Being himſelf, who had 


ſealed, 
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ſealed, &c. i. e. had favoured. theſe Epheſian chriſ@= + 
tians with the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. | 
And to him it is they were not to give concern, by 
their i improper behaviour and miſmanagement of his 
gifts. The very ſame phraſe is uſed by the prophet | 
Ifaiah, as expreſſive of the moſt compaſſionate re- 
gards of Almighty God for his people Iſrael : when fl 
ſpeaking of their great wickedneſs, he ſays; they 
| rebelled and grieved his holy Spirit, Iſaiah Ixiii. 10. 
Or, perhaps, you may not diſlike this other inter- 
pretation; viz. that the holy Spirit, which they were 
not to grieve, is put for perſons who were endowed 
with the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit. As when | 
St. Paul ſays; Acts xx. 23. The holy Spirit wit - | 
peſſeth in every city; ſaying, that bonds and afflitions 
| | ebide me; he means it of perſons who had the holy 
' Bpirit, to whom an extraordinary divine revelation 
had been made of the ſufferings he was to undergo 
for the ſake of the goſpel. So here likewiſe, (and 
it admirably. ſuits the connection of the apoſtle's 
diſcourſe with what goes before and follows after) Wi 
he is to be underſtood as ſaying 3 + Grieve not; 
by your light converſation or diſſentions, thoſe good 
men, who labour. for your ſalvation: for which 
| ſervice they have the extraordinary gifts and aſſiſt- 
t ance-of the ſpirit of God beſtowed upon them.“ 
N Euſcbes. I ſhall trouble you with but one queſ- 
1 tion more on this matter, and that is, to know at 
What time it was, that chriſtians firſt: began pub- 
6 licly 
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latter end of the fourth century, came in the wor- 
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licly to acknowledge the Holy Spirit as a diſtin 
God, and object of worſhip; which you have 
proved to me to have no authority or ſupport 15. 
the word of God? 

Artemon. It is a fact of great notoriety, that the 
Holy Spirit was not publicly acknowleged as God, 
and to be worſhiped as ſuch, for the firſt three 
hundred years after Chriſt. It is alſo remarkable, 


- that at the famous council of Nice, in the year 


325, all that was inſerted about the holy Spirit, was 
barely, „I believe in the holy Spirit.” That 
which 'makes the principal part of the Nicene 


Creed now, relating to the Holy Spirit, did not . 


originally belong to it, but was added about half 
a century afterwards, in the ſecond general counci}, 
as it is called, of Conſtantinople. The words 
then added after J believe in the Holy Ghoſt” 
were theſe, © The Lord and Giver of life, who 
4% proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who 


with the Father and the Son together, is wor- 


« ſhipped and glorified, who ſpake by the pro- 


„„ phets.” So that there is no colour of foundation 
in the holy ſcripture for the belief of any perſon 


called the-Spirit, or holy Spirit, as being God : and 
the worſhip of this Spirit, as a Divine Perſon, did 
not become publicly authorized among chriſtians, 


till they were ſinking into the very dregs of pagan 


idolatry. For, about this period, that is, at the 


ſhip 
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| ſhip of dead men and women, called Saints; and 
the worſhip of their bones, hair, garments, and 
other things belonging to them, called relics. 


INQUIRY XIV. 


Of the origin of the very early and laſting errors 
among chriſtians, concerning God and Chrift. 


Euſebes. I AM highly obliged to you, Artemon, 
for the ſatisfaction you have given me in all my 
queſtions and doubts that I have propoſed to you. 


You have demonſtrated to me, from the ſacred 


writings, and the words of Chriſt and his apoſtles 
in particular ; that there is no other perſon who is 
God, but the Father only. If it would not detain 
you too long, I would beg the favour of you, before 
we part, to ſet my mind at reſt a little, by acquaint- 
ing me, how it cameto paſs ; by what ſteps and de- 
grees it was, that the whole chriſtian world fell away 
from this knowlege and adoration of the one only 
and true God, the Father, and joined two other 
perſons with him, whom they called God the Son, 
and God the holy Ghoſt, or holy Spirit; each of 
whom they looked upon as equally God with the 

Father, and equally to be adored by them ? | 
Artemon. You muſt not miſtake here, Euſebes. 
All chriſtians did not decline from the worſhip of 
the one living and true God, the Father, to the 
worſhip of two other perſons, who were not Gods. 
| L The 
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The jews, who in no ſmall number at firſt embraced 


chriſtianity, (a) never departed from the doctrine 
of the Divine Unity, but preſerved it pure and un- 
corrupt, whilſt they were ſuffered to remain in their 
own country; and afterwards carried it along with 


them into other countries, where they were diſ- 


perſed. Theſe early jewiſh chriſtians, who were 
ſuch ſtrict Unitarians, might have been a means of 
keeping the heathens, that in ſuch great numbers 
were converted to the goſpel, ſteady in this moſt 
important article, if they had been upon good terms 
with each other. And this was a point which 


'St, Paul had much at heart, and laboured moſt 


earneſtly 


(a) Ancients and moderns bear teſtimony to the 
ſtedfaſt adherence of theſe jewiſh chriſtians to the 


doctrine of the Divine Unity, although ſome of theſe 


chriſtian writers, who had degenerated from this great 
truth themſelves, are pleaſed to call that an error, 
which was taught by Moſes firſt, and afterwards by 
Jeſus and his apoſtles, See Beauſobre Hiſt, de Manich. 
tom. ii. p. 517. where he quotes the famous Athanaſius, 
relating, b in the time of the ufoſtles, the jews 
avere in this error, and drew the gentiles into it; viz. that 
Chrift is enly a mere man, and not (God; and that the 
word nvas no! fleſp ; meaning, we may ſuppoſe, by the 
lat clauſe, that theſe. early jewiſh believers did not 
conſider the abcr, the logos, in the begining of 
John's goſpel, as a name of Chriſt, but an attribute 
of Gcd himſclf, 
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earneſtly to promote; as every one muſt have ob- 
ſerved who is acquainted with his hiſtory, and reads 
his epiſtles. 
Euſebes, What might it be that made the jewiſh | 
and heathen converts not unite ſo cordially with | 
each other? 5 | 
Artemon. The jewiſh chriſtians could not be 
brought to give up at once their old religious 
. cuſtoms z which is not to be wondered at, as they - 
had had the ſanction of divine authority for them, 
tho' that authority was ſuperſeded by the goſpel ; 
but they continued to obſerve diſtinctions of days, 
and meats, and the like, which unavoidably kept 
them at an unſocial diſtance from other chriſtians, 
who paid no regard to theſe things. And St. Paul, 
though he thought ſuch an attachment a weakneſs, 
{ yet did he not condemn it as ſinful in his country- | 
men, ſo long as they did not impoſe ſuch obſerv= 
| 
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ances on others, nor make them neceſſary to 
ſalvation, 
Euſebes. Was there any thing e>{e that kept them 
i aſunder from each other ? 
| Artemon. The jewiſh chriſtians being poor, 
through the troubles and diſtreſſes of their country, 
which ended in its utter deſtruction; and being 
alſo in general unſkilled in philoſophy and the learn- 
ing of the times, were too much deſpiſed and un- 
dervalued by the learned heathen converts, who paid 
[ little regard to their ſentiments, and took the lead 
in every thing. 
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Euſebes. How high can you trace the beginning 


of this corruption of the true doctrine concerning 


God and Chriſt ? 

Artemon. The firſt appearance of it was in the 
very days of the apoſtles, and took its riſe from the 
heathen converts chiefly, and ſome few perhaps of 


the jews mixed with them, who were tinQured 


with their learning and philoſophy, 

Euſebes. What might it be that gave immediate 
occalion to their deviation from the doctrine of the 
ſcriptures concerning Jeſus Chriſt? _ 

Artemon, Certain philoſophical notions of theirs, 


mixed with vanity and worldly prejudices, made 


them unwilling to believe, and aſhamed to own, 
that the founder of their religion was a mortal man, 


who ſuffered an ignominious and painful death 
upon a croſs: and therefore they perſuaded them- 
ſelves, and maintained, that he was not a man in 


reality, nor ſuffered in reality, but in appearance 


only. 


Euſebes, Where is there any mention ade 1 in 


the New Teſtament of this ſtrange perverſion . 


the truth concerning Chriſt ? 


Artemon. St. Paul appears to have had a foreſight 
of theſe errors before they had grown to any great 


height, and gave faithful warning of them, in his 
frequent cautions concerning their ſubtle, endleſs 
diſputes and ſpeculations of the platonic, or rather 
oriental philoſophy, relating to the Deity, and the 
different emanations from him. Beware, (ſays he) 

Coloſl, 
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Coloſſ. ii. 8, 9.) % any man ſpoil you througs philo- 
Jophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Chriſt, For 
in him dwelleth all the fulneſs of the godbead, (rather 
of the divine power) bodily. And 1 Tim. vi. 20, 21. 
O Timothy, keep that which is committed to thy truſt, 
avoiding profane and vain bablings, and oppoſitions of 
ſeience, falſely ſo called. Which ſome profeſſing, have 
erred concerning the faith, You will do well alſo to 
conſult 2 Tim. ii. 16, 17, Tit. iii. 9. But the 
apoſtle John lived to ſee theſe errors ſpring up, and 
bear much bitter fruit, It is the obvious main de- 


ſign of his two firſt epiſtles, which were written 


when he was far advanced in years, to cenſure and 
bear teſtimony againſt certain chriſtians, who de- 


nied Jeſus Chriſt to be (a) come in fleſh 3 (b) that is, 
L 3 would 


(a) The Manichean chriſtians, who fell into great 
errors, are known to have drank deep of this in parti- 


cular ; ſo as to have denied Chriſt to have had any hu- 
man nature at all, Ambroſe, ſpeaking of theſe men, . 


by way of reproof, ſays,.** cum Manichzus adoraverit, 


quem in carne veniſſe non eredidit.“ i. e. they wor- 


ſhiped Chriſt, though they did not believe him to have 
come in fleſh ; to have been a man. This ſhews how the 
ancients underſtood the phraſe of Chriſt coming in fleſp ; 
namely, of his being really a man, See 4 
Credibility, part 2. vol. vi. p, 276. 

(4) Perhaps the apoſtle's words might be thus more 


prope: ly, 


ardner's 
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would not allow Chriſt to have been really a man; 
but one in appearance only. You cannot but per- 
_ ceive how offenſive ſuch a doctrine muſt be to the 
venerable apoſtle, who, in perfect agreement with 
tie other apoſtles and evangeliſts, conſtantly ſpeaks 

of Chriſt as a man, liable to ſufferings and death, 
av others were; and deſcribes the ill treatment and 
| * he met with in the eauſe of divine truth, 


eſpecially 


properly given in engliſh ; that theſe men did not con- 
feſs, or denied, that Jeſus, 'who came in fleſh, was the 
Chriſt, For this, ſee a letter of Limborch to Mr. Locke, 
where he points out the miſtake of the French tranſlation 
of 2 John 7. the ſame as in our own; and that it 


| ought not to be as in our preſent tranſlation ; many de- 


ceivers are entered into the world, who confeſs not that 
TFefus Chriſt is come in fleſh—but who confeſs not that 
Jeſus who came in fleſh, is the Chriſt and he obſerves, 
that in like manner, the rendering of 1 John iv. 2, 3. 
ſhould be altered. Locte's Works, vol. iv. p. 425+ 
Biſhop. of Carliſle's edition. 

There is a difficulty in coming at the exact mealing 
of theſe firſt innovators and corrupters of the true doc- 
trine of the ſcriptures concerning Chriſt. We find that 
they ſeparated the Chriſt from Jeſus, becauſe they 
would. not have it ſuppoſed that the Chriſt was a man, 
which Jeſus. confeſſedly was. They ſeem to have 
thought that the Chriſt was an emanation of the 
Deny, the firſt begotten of the Father, who deſcended 


upon. 
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eſpecially the diſtreſs and pain he underwent, be- 
fore and at the time of his death, as moft grievous 
to him, and appointed by God, as for other ends, 
ſo particularly for the trial of his obedience: and his 
patience, fortitude, and reſignation under them, 
are mentioned as the things for which he was wor- 
thily exalted to honour by the ſupreme Father ; and 
are continually held forth as an example and encou- 


ragement to his followers under their trials. As 
theſe great ends of the goſpel were wholly defeated 


by the groundlefs conceit of theſe men concerning 
Chriſt, we cannot wonder to fee the diſciple whom 
Jeſus ſhewed an eſpecial affection for, and who 
could not but be well acquainted with him, in 
his letter upon this ſubject, ſtriking abruptly, 

all 


upon Jeſus at his baptiſm, when he wrought mira- 
cles, and declared the will of the unknown. Fa- 
ther; and which afterwards continued to be united 
in Jeſus, but no farther than was neceſſary for the 
diſcharge of his great office; and that when his mi- 
niſtry was finiſhed, the Chriſt being ſpiritual, and in- 
capable of ſuffering, left him, and ſeſus was taken, 


and put to death on the croſs, and raiſed again to life. 


See Beauſobre, Hiſt. de Manich. p. 28.—and his 


notes on the epiſtle of St. John; and Lardner's. 


Hiſt, of Heretics, in Baſilides, Cerinthus, and Mar- 


cion; a curious, valuable work, «nic in our lan- 


guage. 
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(a) all at once as it were into it, in the very begin- 
ing; and maintaining by a variety of ſtrong expreſſion 
and argument, that he had the moſt abſolute unde- 
niable evidence, and conviction, that his Divine 
Maſter, the great Teacher of eternal life from 
God, was really a man. He afterwards takes up 


the ſubject again and again, in the courſe of this his 
firſt epiſtle, and alſo in the ſecond; and through 


the whole ſhews himſelf exceedingly hurt and diſ- 


turbed, that he ſhould live to ſee any ſo obſtinate 


and ſhameleſs as to call it in queſtion. 


Euſebes. I ſhould be glad to be informed, Arte- 
mon, if there be any collateral teſtimony of ancient 
authors, to corroborate this account which you give 
of St. John's deſign in writing theſe epiſtles; and 
which ſhews that theſe firſt. chriſtians are juſtly. 
chargeable with ſo groſs an error concerning Chriſt, , 


as you here impute to them? 


Artemon. There is ſcarcely any point in ſo re- 
mote antiquity, of which we are. better aſſured. 
Ignatius, 


(a) That anbich was from the begining, avhich awe 


4 heard, which aue have ſeen with our eyes, which. 


wwe have looked, upon, and our hands have handled of the 


word of life. For thelife was manifeſted, and we haue 
Seen it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto you that eternal 


life, which was with the Father, and was manifeſted 
unto us, That which we have ſeen and beard, Se, 
1 John i. 1, 2, 3. 
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Ignatius, Trenzus, Jerom, Athanaſius, Epiphanius, 
Auguſtin, ſpeak of it very particularly, and con- 
demn it. And the learned moderns, who have been 
moſt converſant in theſe matters, take notice of it; 
Petavius, Cotelerius, Le Clerc, Tillotſon, Beau- 


ſobre, Lardner, Indeed it cannot be juſtly doubted, 


or denied. And whatever other antichriſt there 
may be in the world, the chief antichriſtian (a) 
error of thoſe early times, and that which is ſtig- 
matized as ſuch by our apoſtle, was, the denying 


Chri/t to have been really a man, ſubject to infirmities, - 


ſuffering, and death, 


Euſebes. What, I pray, was the farther progreſs . 
of this corruption of the true doctrine concerning 


Chriſt ? 
Artemon. Such an immediate, open, and direct 
confutation and condemnation of it, by an apoſtle 


of Chriſt, ſeems to have given ſuch a check to it, 
that it died away of itſelf in the courſe of a few 


years; and we hear no more of any that were fo 
abſurd as to maintain it. But the ſeeds of it, alas! 
ſtill remained, and produced the moſt laſting and 
fatal corruption of the true doctrine of the ſcriptures 
concerning Chriſt, which continues wide ſpread to 
this day. For theſe learned heathen converts to 

| chriſtianity, 


(a) Many deceivers are entered juto the world, who 


confeſs not, that Feſus, who came in fleſh, is the Chriſt, 
This is a decei ver, and an ANTICHRIST. 2 John 7. 
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chriſtianity, were ftill aſhamed of the croſs of 
Chriſt ; and not content with ſuch a Saviour as 


the ſcriptures held forth to them. And therefore, 


as it was the doctrine of their ſchools, before they 
embraced the goſpel, that there was one ſupreme 
God over all, and (a) a ſecond God, an inferior 
ſpirit, made by him, and his under-agent; in creat- 

, | ing 
(a) Juſtin Martyr, in his ſecond apology, (Paris 
ed. 1615. p. 92, 93+) aſſerts that Moſes and Plato 
and the chriſtians, were all agreed about the creation 
of the world by the werd of God.“ And in the ſame 
place he remarks, that ** Plato received ſtom Moſes 
what he utters in his Times, concerning the Son of 
God, or the Power next to the Chief God ;” as he 
there terms it, A little before, in the ſame work, he 
had ſaid, p. 74. The firſt power, next after Gods 
the Father, and ſovereign Lord of all, is the word 
and Son ; but in what manner being made fleſh, he 
became a man, I ſhall ſhew hereafter.” How much 
better would it have been if this worthy man had ab. 
ſtained from blending Plato's philoſophy with the 
goſpel ; and inſtead of maintaining that a mighty pre- 
exiſtent Spirit, next to God, and the ſubordinate 
creator of all things, was born of the virgin Mary, in 
the ſtate of an helpleſs infant ; had contented himſelf 
with what was the obvious meaning of the ſcriptures 
on this head, viz. that by the holy Spirit, or miracu- 


lous power of God, Chriſt was produced and born of 


Mary, a virgin, out of the ordinary courſe of gene- 
ration, as Adam was firſt created by the ſame power, 
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ing the world; they took it for granted, from ſome 
expreſſions of the goſpel ill underſtood, particu- | 

larly in the entrance of -St, John's goſpel, that 
Chriſt was the ſecond God of their philoſophy, | | 
who took fleſh of the virgin Mary, and became a G | 
man. And from this they went on to aſſert ; that 
it was he that made the world, (a) who appeared | 
to the patriarchs, and to Moſes, and who was the E 
| oſtenſible and acting God and governor of the | l 
1 nation of Iſrae] ; whilſt the ſupreme God lived Il 
| retired, and was always inviſible. This was the | | ll 
| capital miſtake which that good man, and ingeni- of 
| ous writer, Juſtin Martin fell into; who embraced i[4 
chriſtianity about twelve years after the death of fl 
the apoſtle John, Though a native of Paleſtine 1 
he was very ignorant of the hebrew language; l 
| and nevertheleſs preſumed to put his own ſenſe upon 
| the hebrew ſcriptures, and that intirely different | | 
|. from what any jew before had ever eſpouſed, and | 
| to which Chriſt and his apoſtles appear to have | 
been utter ſtrangers. Unhappily, having been bred 
a philoſopher, and inveloped in heathen darkneſs, 
he could not ſhake off his former opinions and 
prejudices, but grafted them upon his new religion, 
and has miſled many wiſer and more able men than 
himſelf, 


* 
— — 


— 
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(a) This moſt ſtrange doctrine of Chriſt being the 
agent Deity of the Old World, is conſidered at large, | 
in ch. vi. of A Sequel to the Apology on reſigning | 
* the Vicarage of Catterick.“ 
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ghimſelf, in all ages to the preſent. But this error 


2 
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concerning Chriſt did not ſtop here. Theſe heathen 
converts to chriſtianity, went on afterwards deviat- 
ing more and more from the doctrine of the holy 
ſcriptures in this matter; till, at length, it came 
to be eſtabliſhed at the council of Nice, in the year 
325, under the ſanction of imperial authority; (an 
authority however of no value in the things of 
religion) that Jeſus Qhriſt was very God, of one 
ſubſtance with the Father, and the perſon by whom 


all things were made. 


wed 


INQUIRY XV. 


Why ſuch early and laftling corruptions of the 20 
have been permitted. 


Euſebes. Excusk me, I beg, if I detain you one 


moment longer. Theſe corruptions of our holy 
religion, of which you have been ſpeaking, with 


others of the like ſort, are thought by many to bear 
hard againſt it, as if a ſyſtem ſo imperfect, ſo ſoon 


abuſed, and ſo inadequate to the reformation of 


mankind; could not come from God. You will 
do me a ſingular kindneſs by favouring me with 
your ſentiments on this intricate point. 1 
Artemon. Depend upon it, Euſebes, theſe are 
objections that ſpring only from our ignorance. 
We do not enough conſider how lately we were 
brought into being, and what unfiniſhed creatures 
| we 
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we are, to whom this divine revelation is made; 

and we'pronounce too haſtily concerning the deſigns | 

of God in it, all which may be anſwered, and bee | 
| 
| 
| 
' 
' 


moſt worthy of him, though far ſhort of our expec- 
tations. All that can rightly be called the goſpel 
of Chriſt, the way to eternal life, is a plain intelli- | 
gible doctrine. Vet at firſt, and in all times ſince, \Y | 
having been'delivered to and received by men with a | | 
thouſand wrong habits and ways of thinking on | 
divine ſubjects rivetted in them, theſe would un- | 
avoidably mix themſelves with their new religion, | | | 
and deprave it more or leſs, without ſome extraor- | | 
dinary interpoſition to prevent it, and to give a new | 
caſt to their minds; which did not take place, nor 
were there any grounds to expect it. Some alſo | 
would be found, who out of intereſted, and other | [ 
unworthy motives, would fet themſelves to lower * | 
and debaſe the purity of this heavenly inftitation” | 
1 Here then were ſome very natural impediments in 
| its way, which were likely to obſtru@ its progreſs | 
and good effects. And it is a ſatisfaction to obſerve, 
* that theſe offences and obſtacles to the truth, were | 
| foretold in the chriſtian ſcriptures in a very parti- | | 
| cular manner, and the faithful ſervants of God | | 
i Fforewarned and inſtructed what part they were to [i 1 
Act in ſuch ſeaſons of prevailing degeneracy and 1 
| corruption, So that as you are fully convinced, 
zs every fair unprejudiced inquirer will be, that 
| Jeſus was @ Teacher, (John iii, 2.) come from Gd, 
| 1 
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that is, who ſpoke and acted by a divine authority ; 


and that we have his meſſage and inſtructions to 
men, faithfully recorded and preſerved : You need 
not be diſturbed about their fate and reception in 
the world. It is the cauſe of God, and he will 
ſee to it, | 

But we cannot be contented with God's way, 


and methods with us, and to wait his time. We 


are for having perfeftion immediately to be be- 
ſtowed upon ourſelves : happineſs without mixture 
of pain; knowlege without error. And ſome will 
preſume to blame, that ſo much perplexity, pain, 
and evil i is admitted inte his works, as if they had 
more compaſſion and goodneſs than the kind Cre- 
ator and Father of all. But we ſhould remember, 


that this life is but the begining of our exiſtence; 


and that our Maker's benevolent plan and purpoſe 
for us reaches through all time; is not merely to 
confer preſent happineſs, although this abounds. 
amongſt mankind ; but that which is to laſt for 
ever. And if the avenue that leads to it, be at 
times dark and uncomfortable, we may not doubt 


| but that it was ſo contrived with the kindeſt de- 


ſign, becauſe Infinite Wiſdom ſaw that it would 
tend to our greater yirtuous improvement, and final 
felicity. His watchful providence we ſec continu- 
ally at work, and producing an increaſe and over- 
flow of good from thoſe very corruptions of true 


d of which you complain. For the perver- 
ſion 


— 
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ſion and abuſe of the Scriptures has excited en- 
quiry, and the ſtudy of thoſe invaluable writings: 
which otherwiſe might have been wholly neglected; 
and we in theſe latter ages might have been de- 
prived of many advantages for the better under- 
ſtanding and defence of them, which we now en- 
joy. A conviction alſo of the weakneſs, ignorance, 
and fallibility of our nature, which. always cleaves 
to us in the midſt of our refearches into the word 
and will of God, makes us more forbearing and 
equitable towards thoſe that diſſent from us, and 
tends to beget in us a ſpirit of juſt humility and 
teachableneſs ; which are qualities and diſpoſitions 
of much more conſequence to our future happineſs 
and progreſſive improvements, than the moſt accurate 
extenſive knowlege which we could lay in here, 
And perhaps that prevailing love, preference, and 
regard for God, for truth and righteouſneſs above 
all other things, by which alone we can be fixed in 
complete and permanent happineſs, could only 
be generated in us, by the obſtacles, difficul- 
ties, temptations, and ſufferings, which we have 
to encounter with, and to overcome in our way to 
attain it, in this our probationary ſtate, That 
ſympathy and benevolent concern for the virtuous 
attainments and final happineſs of our fellow-crea- 
tures, which will likewiſe make one of the chief 
ingredients of our own bliſs in the heavenly ſtate, 


could not, it may be, have been ſo effectually pro- 
M 2 duced. 
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The Catechift, 
daced in us, if we had not been ſo connected toge- 


ther, atilependbhe on each other here for our fu- 


ture, as well as preſent welfare. But this divine 
"conftitution'of things under Which we are placed, 
Where it is not "ſeriouſly attended to, becomes the 
"ſource of great errors and much evil. 
no pains to inſtru& thoſe who belong to, and depend 
upon you, they muſt want the means of virtuous 
improvement here, and fuffer hereafter by your 
* neglect, * And if you now, Euſebes, who declare 
_ yourſtf'ts be convinced that there is but one God 
and-Father of all, ſhould goon to acknowlege and 
worſhip other perſons as Gods, Jeſus, and the holy 
Spirit; your better knowlege is given you in vain, 
Others are not benefited by it, as they ought to be. 


Vo miſlead thoſe who are made to look up to you 


8 
* 


for guidance and instruction: 3 IE which 2 win 
be accountable. | 


1 I thank you, Artemon, for the friendly int in 


your concluſion. I ſhall endeavour to profit by it. 
But T muſt erave your kind affiſtance at ſome future 
opportunity, to ſtate and conſider this matter of re- 
 Figious worſhip at full length. For "ſome, you 
know, who do not allow Jefus Chriſt to be God; 


who hold him only to be 3 man inveſted with en- 
 traordinary divine powers, do yet contend that he 
dught to be invoked” in prayer, and worſhiped, 


And I would willingly hape no doubts upon a 
_ fuck moment left upon my nlod. 8 ES 


he «ts 


a, . 


THE END, 
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